
 

February 5, 2023                           Vol. 6, Issue 6 

 

Church Growth 

 

Not long ago, in an assembly of preachers, a man 
who preaches for a fast growing congregation of several 
thousand was asked to share what the church was doing to 
promote such growth.  Every preacher whipped out his 
pen, ready to take note of every fantastic program and idea 
that made this large church tick. 

A very unexpected answer was forthcoming.  The 
speaker said, “We have organized no programs, no 
promotions, no drives, no advertising and no buses.” 

In a stunned amazement someone suggested that 
the preacher surely must do a lot of personal evangelism.  
Again we were surprised when he said, “I do very little 
visiting.  My time, at least most of it, is spent in studying for 
my classes and my sermons.  In fact, of the last fifty people 
baptized, I only worked with two of them.” 
 (Continued inside) 
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In Our Prayers… 
*Requester’s name is in parentheses 

Laurie Wilkins (Mary Sherman)- Covid-19 
Guy Orbison- Covid-19 
Tim (aquantance of Jerry Von Stob)- Wife has cancer 
John Dicks (Virginia Roberts)- Cancer, Not faithful 
Von Felton- 2 year old son died 
Connie Holley- Rehab at Cottonwood Inn, Rm# A-06 
Debbie Barnett (Pat Korodaj)- Bad infection 
Aaron Reese family- Aaron passed away 9/29 
Chad Mullens (Guy Orbison)- Wife killed in car accident 
Virginia Roberts- Trigeminal Neuralgia 
Paula Dahlke- Glaucoma 
Ukraine- family of Oksana (Debbie Sutherlin) and 
missionaries in Ukraine 
New Christians- growth 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
Health concerns- Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth 
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett 
Door for the Word 
Rain/Snow 

Additions:_______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in 
Durango meets at: 
 

2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 
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(Continued from front)  

By this time you may be wondering, as I was, the 
secret of their success.  Really it was very simple and very 
biblical.   They feel that it is wrong to organize programs 
and then to shove and press people into them.  Instead, 
they believe in the priesthood of all believers and leave 
them free to develop their own work or ministry.  They 
work on the principle that each one has a gift from God, 
and that he ought to develop a work around that gift 
involving those of like interest. 

So, yes, they do have a lot of work going on – but it is 
developed in a spontaneous way by members themselves.  
Most of the growth has come through neighborhood Bible 
studies – you know, where the church member invites a few 
members and several non-Christians into his home for Bible 
study.  They select a book and go through it.  

This concept gets back behind a strong tradition of 
how “church work” is to be done.  It gets back to a Biblical 
model – and most importantly, it works practically. 

No one has to wait around for someone to start a 
project and put a deacon or elder or preacher in charge.  We 
know our gifts (abilities), or if we don’t, we should study hard 
beginning with Romans 12:1-8.  Allow the lord to use you and 
the Church will grow! 

-Robert Humphries 

(Durango Disciple, May 16, 2004) 
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Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
Feb 6       Matthew 23:23-39 Exodus 39-40 
Feb 7       Matthew 24:1-28 Leviticus 1-3 
Feb 8          Matthew 24:29-51 Leviticus 4-5 
Feb 9            Matthew 25:1-30 Leviticus 6-7 
Feb 10     Matthew 25:31-46 Leviticus 8-10 
Feb 11     Matthew 26:1-25 Leviticus 11-12 
Feb 12       Matthew 26:26-50 Leviticus 13 
 

  Scripture Reading: Matthew 25 

 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 
 

 

Romans 12:1 
Therefore I urge you, brethren,by 

the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 

acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service of worship. 

News and Annoucements 
 Connie’s daughter has invited us to 

celebrate Connie’s 85th birthday this 

Saturday at 3pm at Cottonwood Inn. 

 Mark will be gone next week.  Ray 

will be filling in for him. 


