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Going Before the King 
 

In ancient times, during the Persian Empire, people couldn’t just 
go before the king anytime they wanted…not even the Queen. “All the 
king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that for any 
man or woman who comes to the king to the inner court who is not 
summoned, he has but one law, that he be put to death, unless the king 
holds out to him the golden scepter so that he may live.  And I have not 
been summoned to come to the king for these thirty days” (Esther 4:11).  
We are told that Queen Esther’s cousin and foster father, Mordecai, had 
sent word to her about the prime minister’s irrevocable edict to destroy 
all Jews including her if she didn’t plead for her people.  Of course, she 
is afraid to go before the king, even though she is married to him, 
because there was but one law for all the subjects of his land.  
Fortunately, Mordecai was able to convince Esther to implore the king’s 
favor, though she was not certain she would live, “And thus I will go in 
to the king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish” 
(Esther 4:16).   

Yet, as Christians we need not fear to go before the King of kings 
because we have complete access to God through Jesus Christ our High 
Priest.  “Therefore, since we have a great high priest (Continued inside) 
 

 

In Our Prayers… 
*Requester’s name is in parentheses 

 
John Dicks (Virginia Roberts)- Cancer, Not faithful 
Von Felton- 2 year old son died 
Connie Holley- Rehab at Cottonwood Inn, Rm# A-06 
Debbie Barnett (Pat Korodaj)- Bad infection 
Aaron Reese family- Aaron passed away 9/29 
Chad Mullens (Guy Orbison)- Wife killed in car accident 
Virginia Roberts- Trigeminal Neuralgia 
Paula Dahlke- Glaucoma 
Ukraine- family of Oksana (Debbie Sutherlin), missionaries 
New Christians- growth 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
Health concerns- Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth 
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett 
Door for the Word 
Rain/Snow 

Additions:_______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in 
Durango meets at: 
 

2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 



 The Durango Disciple 
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(Continued from front) who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high 
priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has 
been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.”  Our high priest or 
mediator can sympathize with our weakness.  In other words, Jesus 
knows the circumstances of humanity, having become a man himself.  
“Weakness” may include our giving into temptations but also the fear of 
suffering.  Christians may receive help in time of need which suggests 
“in a timely manner” or “just in the nick of time.”  Sort of like what 
happened when Esther entered King Ahasuerus’s throne room to save 
the Jews from annihilation.  The king granted her request and another 
decree was written so that the Jews would be able to defend themselves 
just prior to the previous edict being enforced.   Unlike Queen Esther’s 
situation, we don’t have to fear for our lives or go through a pretense of 
putting on a banquet because we have a sympathizing high priest who 
can make our appeal to the King of the Universe.  Jesus “is able to save 
forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives 
to make intercession for them,” (Heb. 7:24).  The way we would draw 
near to the throne of grace would be through prayer.  We may 
confidently expect to receive mercy, which deals with forgiveness of 
sins, and grace to help in time of need, referring to temptation. 

So, in whatever circumstance you find yourself in, you can go 
before the King of heaven and earth without fear.  While earthly thrones 
may be harsh and unconcerned for their subjects, at this throne "we may 
receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need."  We may 
confidently "draw near" rather than shamefully shy away because of the 
One who sits at the right hand pleading our case.  We may go before our 
King anytime we want by humbly bowing before the Him in prayer. 

       
   Mark Collins 

Durango, CO 
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Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
Jan 16       Matthew 11  Genesis 39-40 
Jan 17       Matthew 12:1-23 Genesis 41-42  
Jan 18          Matthew 12:24-50 Genesis 43-45  
Jan 19            Matthew 13:1-30 Genesis 46-48       
Jan 20     Matthew 13:31-58 Genesis 49-50      
Jan 21     Matthew 14:1-21 Exodus 1-3 
Jan 22       Matthew 14:22-36 Exodus 4-6 
 

  Scripture Reading: Matthew 22 

 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 
 

 

Hebrews 4:16 
Therefore let us draw near with 

confidence to the throne of grace, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

 

News and Annoucements 
 Mark Collins is in Farmington today.  

Ray Sherman will be preaching in his 

place. 


