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The Ghosts of Christmas 
 

 The haunting spirits who disturbed Scrooge live on beyond 
the pages of Dickens' Christmas Carol.  They sleep peacefully in 
the minds and hearts of us all, awaking occasionally to work their 
eerie magic.  We give them lodging and we allow them moments 
to speak, revealing memories and aberrations of what was, what 
is, and what could be. 
 
 The ghost of Christmas past is awakened by the sound of 
carols and the smell of Christmas baking.  He shows us the way it 
was... at home... in our youth.  He fills the mind with pictures of 
joy.  These memories have been guarded well by the ghost of our 
past.  He quietly turns the key to lock them safely in a secured area 
of our mind so that no one may steal them away.  But there are 
other visions locked away, and these, too, are released by the 
ghost of our past. They come forth like locusts from the 
bottomless pit when released by the fifth angel (Rev. 9:1-
11).  They are as hideous in appearance as those creatures seen 
by John and render a similar torment.  These are (Continued inside) 
 

 
 

In Our Prayers… 
*Requester’s name is in parentheses 

 
John Dicks (Virginia Roberts)- Cancer, Not faithful 
Von Felton- 2 year old son died 
Connie Holley- Rehab at Cottonwood Inn, Rm# A-06 
Debbie Barnett (Pat Korodaj)- Bad infection 
Aaron Reese family- Aaron passed away 9/29 
Chad Mullens (Guy Orbison)- Wife killed in car accident, 
daughter still recovering 
Sandy Hopkins-Breast cancer, mastectomy/recovery 
Virginia Roberts- Trigeminal Neuralgia 
Paula Dahlke- Glaucoma 
Jean Fogle- Cataract surgery Dec 27th & Jan 9th 
Orbison Family- Grieving 
Ukraine- family of Oksana (Debbie Sutherlin), missionaries 
New Christians- growth 
Jeff Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- job search 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler (Mark Collins)- spiritual struggles  
Health concerns- Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth 
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett 
-Door for the Word 
-Rain/Snow 

Additions:_______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in 
Durango meets at: 
 

2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 



 The Durango Disciple 
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(Continued from front)  the regrets, the mistakes, the sins of our 
past.  However, we do not fear them, having been washed clean 
by the blood of the lamb... yet they may haunt us still. 
 
 The ghost of Christmas present is aroused from his sleep 
by the sound of cash registers.  He shows us the commercialism of 
the season.  He portrays a vision of mounting bills and 
obligations.  But we also see the smiles of happiness on young 
faces and hear the sounds of kindness which fill the air.  We are 
refreshed by the spirit of giving and are renewed by its 
blessedness (Acts 20:35). 
 
 The ghost of Christmas future is stirred by the noise of the 
five o'clock news.  He shows us visions of what might be coming 
as the world continues to plunge further into the depths of sin.  He 
also reveals to us the rebellion within a troubled Christian religion 
and paints for us a picture that sends chills to the hearts of the 
righteous.  This ghost bears an uncanny resemblance to Amos and 
other prophets who warned that God is always aware of what's 
going on among us. 
 
 I wonder if the ghosts of Christmas will truly awaken us to 
the reality that God wants us to see. 
 
 

Guy Orbison, Jr. 
Durango, CO 

December 24, 2017 
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Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
Dec 26   Revelation 17  Haggai 1-2 
Dec 27   Revelation 18  Zechariah 1-4 
Dec 28   Revelation 19  Zechariah 5-8 
Dec 29   Revelation 20  Zechariah 9-12 
Dec 30   Revelation 21  Zechariah 13-14 
Dec 31   Revelation 22  Malachi 1-4 
Jan 1       Matthew 1  Gen. 1-3 
 

  Scripture Reading: Matthew 19 

 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 
 

 

John 1:9-13 
There was the true light which, coming into 

the world, enlightens every man.  He was in the 
world, and the world did not know Him.  He came 
to His own, and those who were His own did not 
receive Him.  But as many as received Him, to them 
He gave the right to become children of God, even to 
those who believe in His name, who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will fo the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 

 

January Birthdays 
19th- Paula Harms 

22nd- Mary Sherman 

 


