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Lord, Teach Us to Pray 
 
In Luke 11:1, after Jesus finished praying in a certain place, one of His 
disciples asked Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his 
disciples.”  Jesus grants the disciple his request and in verses 2-13 gives 
instructions on how His disciples should pray. 
 
First Jesus teaches us to reverence God's name.  When we go into the 
throne room of God we are to address Him with the respect that is due 
him.  It is similar to appearing before a king during ancient times, except, 
God is the King of everything.  
 
Second, Jesus seems to indicate that our prayers should be simple.  A 
simple request to the Father is two-fold: We should pray for our physical 
necessities of life as well as for our spiritual needs of forgiveness (vs 2-
4). 
 
The third aspect of Jesus’ instruction is that we must pray with 
confidence (vs. 5-10).  Jesus illustrates this need of confidence with a 

story of a friend coming in the middle of the night  (continued inside) 
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In Our Prayers… 
*Requester’s name is in parentheses 

 

Aaron Reese- Hit by a car, leg amputated 
Chad Mullens (Guy Orbison)- Wife killed in car accident, 
daughter still recovering 
Ken Willyard- Recovering from back surgery 
Bobby Van-Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- Infection 
Guy Orbison- Cataract surgery 
Jimmy Mooring- Finished treatment for prostate cancer 
Sandy Hopkins-Breast cancer, mastectomy/recovery 
Virginia Roberts- Trigeminal Neuralgia 
Paula Dahlke- Glacoma 
Jean Fogle- Cataracts  
Orbison Family- Grieving 
Holly Pirtle (Timothy Collins)- Blood disorder 
Ukraine- family of Oksana (Debbie Sutherlin), missionaries 
New Christians- growth 
Jeff Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- job search 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler (Mark Collins)- spiritual struggles  
Aaron Reese- housing 
Health concerns- Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth 
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett, Tara Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring) 
-Door for the Word 
-Rain 

Additions:_______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in 
Durango meets at: 
 

2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 



 The Durango Disciple 
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(continued from  front) with a desperate need.  The man gives his 
friend what he needs because of his persistence.  Persistence is literally 
shamelessness and is better translated as “brashness” or “boldness.”  
Thus, Jesus’ point is that we should have confidence to go to the Father 
and expect Him to respond to our need, just like one could count on a 
friend to help. 
 
The last aspect of Jesus’ instruction is to pray with relationship in mind.  
He uses an illustration of a father/son relationship.  He is using a lesser 
to greater argument.  Of course, if earthly fathers give their children the 
things they need when they ask for them how much more so our 
Heavenly Father?  Our Heavenly Father knows what is in our best 
interest and will not give us anything that will harm us.  God will even 
give us what we so desperately need...a holy spirit.  I do not believe Jesus 
was saying that a person could pray and receive the Holy Spirit.  I do 
believe He was teaching us to pray for the one thing we so desperately 
need the most from the Father, a holy spirit.  First, in the original 
language there is no article "the."  Usually, when there is no definite 
article present then the indefinite articles "a" or "an" are to be used.  
Thus, we would translate this as "give a holy spirit to those who ask 
Him?"  Second, the term holy is an adjective which modifies spirit, i.e. a 
spirit which is holy.  Third, Jesus did not say how or when this happens, 
just that if we are earnest and diligent God would give us a spirit which 
is holy.  So, unless we ask, seek, and knock, we will remain in spiritual 
poverty. 
 
There are a few things we can glean from Jesus' instructions about 
prayer: Pray with reverence to God.  Pray for our physical necessities.  
Pray for our spiritual needs.  Pray with confidence that our request will 
be answered.  Pray for a holy spirit. 

       
   Mark Collins 

     Durango, CO 
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Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
Sept 26  Galatians 5  Isaiah 1-2 
Sept 27  Galatians 6  Isaiah 3-4 
Sept 28  Ephesians 1  Isaiah 5-6 
Sept 29  Ephesians 2  Isaiah 7-8 
Sept 30  Ephesians 3  Isaiah 9-10 
Oct 1   Ephesians 4  Isaiah 11-13 
Oct 2   Ephesians 5:1-16 Isaiah 14-16 
 
 

  Scripture Reading: Matthew 6 

 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 
 

 

News & Announcements 
 Aaron Reese was hit by a car on 

Tuesday night.  He was flown to 
Colorado Springs and had to have 
his leg amputated.  

Luke 11:9-10 
So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you.  For everyone who 
asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and 
to him who knocks, it will be opened. 

-ESV 


