In Our Prayers…
*Requester’s name is in parentheses
Chad Mullens (Guy Orbison)- Wife killed in car accident,
daughter still recovering
Ken Willyard- Recovering from back surgery
Bobby Van-Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- Infection
Guy Orbison- Cataract surgery
Jimmy Mooring- Finished radiation, corrective procedure
Tuesday
Sandy Hopkins-Breast cancer, mastectomy/recovery
Virginia Roberts- Trigeminal Neuralgia
Paula Dahlke- Glacoma
Jean Fogle- Cataracts
Orbison Family- Grieving
Holly Pirtle (Timothy Collins)- Blood disorder
Ukraine- family of Oksana (Debbie Sutherlin), missionaries
New Christians- growth
Jeff Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- job search
Tyler Hill- preaching school
J.T. Wheeler (Mark Collins)- spiritual struggles
Aaron Reese- housing
Health concerns- Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett, Tara Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)
-Door for the Word
-Rain
Additions:_______________________________
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Sharing the Gospel; We Need to
Focus on Sin First
The apostle Paul preached the gospel all over the known world.
His focus, when he preached to the Jews, was to prove, from the
scriptures, that Jesus was the Christ (Acts 9:22; 17:3; 18:5).
Throughout the Old Testament the prophets told of the Christ to
come. Paul very likely took them to Deuteronomy 16:18-19 where
Moses told the people, “‘I will raise up a prophet from among their
countrymen like you…”
He would have likely gone to Daniel chapter 2 to show that the
Jews of Paul’s time were living when this expected kingdom was
to be set up. But this would have been just background for the
Jews that Paul was talking to. The challenge was to prove from
the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ, (the “Messiah” Hebrew,
“anointed one” English). To do that, Paul would have, almost
certainly, taken them to Isaiah 53. The entire chapter shows that
God was going to send a servant (the Christ) that would suffer.
Most significantly, verse 5 points to Jesus as (continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: Matthew 5

October Birthdays
2nd – Kim Provost
3rd – Keitha McKesson
Romans 6:22-23
But now having been freed from sin
and enslaved to God, you derive your
benefit, resulting in sanctification, and
the outcome, eternal life. For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
Sept 19
Sept 20
Sept 21
Sept 22
Sept 23
Sept 24
Sept 25

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

II Cor. 11:16-33
II Cor. 12
II Cor. 13
Galatians 1
Galatians 2
Galatians 3
Galatians 4

Eccl. 1-3
Eccl. 4-6
Eccl. 7-9
Eccl. 10-12
Song of Sol. 1-3
Song of Sol. 4-5
Song of Sol. 6-8

Sharing the Gospel; We Need to
Focus on Sin First
(continued from front) being that servant, i.e. the Christ. “But He
was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by
His scourging we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5, NASB95)
When Paul turned to the Gentiles, the challenge would have been
a bit different. They would not have known that a Christ was ever
even promised. So how did Paul handle that? His focus would
have had to be on the need for a Christ, a savior. He might have
also taken them to Isaiah 53, but brought their attention to the
first part of verse 6, “All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of
us has turned to his own way.” Paul would have had to show the
Gentiles what sin was and that sin separated them from God. It
would only be after convincing them of their sin that he could give
them the good news, the second part of Isaiah 53:6, “But the Lord
has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.”
Today, more than our parents or grandparents, we find ourselves
with the same challenge Paul faced with the Gentiles. I have
observed that the average person today has almost no concept of
what sin is. They think that if there is a life after death, he or she
just must only be a good person. It behooves us, when we are
talking to friends about our faith, to explain what sin is and that it
effectively separates us from God. That with sin in our lives, there
really is no hope. If they understand that fact, the rest of the
gospel message really will be good news.

-Ray Sherman

