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Spiritual Blindness 
 

“Then they came to Jericho.  And as He was leaving Jericho 
with His disciples and a large crowd, a blind beggar named 
Bartimaeus…was sitting by the road.  When he heard that 
it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out and say, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”… And Jesus said 
to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.”  Immediately 
he regained his sight and began following Him on the 
road.” (Mark 10:46-47 & 52). 
 

This is the only time in Mark’s gospel where Jesus is 
addressed as “Son of David.”  This title denotes the concept of the 
Messiah to a Jewish mind, but it also carries with it royal 
overtones since the Messiah would sit on the throne of David.  
This is one of the main conclusions Mark wanted his original 
readers and modern day readers to come to (1:1).  When 
someone hears the gospel according to Mark and reads of the 
signs Jesus performed which point to His true identity…then one 
can make the same confession…as long as they don’t suffer from 
spiritual blindness.  (continued inside) 
 

 

In Our Prayers… 
*Requester’s name is in parentheses 

 

Jeff and Tara  & Max Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- Covid 
Jean Fogle- Tumor behind her eye, tests July 14th  
Orbison Family- Grieving 
Shootings in several states 
Holly Pirtle (Timothy Collins)- Blood disorder/transfusions 
Janice Montano, Duncan’s mom- recovery 
Ukraine- family of Oksana (Debbie Sutherlin), missionaries 
New Christians- growth 
Jeff Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- job search 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler (Mark Collins)- spiritual struggles  
Aaron Reese- housing 
Cancer- Guy Wohlfahrt (Jeanie Mooring), Kim Provost 
Health concerns- Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth 
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett, Darrel Lanford (called in), Tara Van 
Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring) 
-Door for the Word 
-Rain 

Additions:_______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in 
Durango meets at: 
 

2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 



Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
July 11   Acts 17:1-15  Psalms 1-3 
July 12   Acts 17:16-34  Psalms 4-6 
July 13   Acts 18   Psalms 7-9 
July 14   Acts 19:1-20  Psalms 10-12 
July 15   Acts 19:21-41  Psalms 13-15 
July 16   Acts 20:1-16  Psalms 16-17 
July 17   Acts 20:17-38  Psalms 18-19 
 

 The Durango Disciple 
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(Continued from  front) It is interesting to note that 
between the two healings of the blind, Mark 8:22-26, and this one, 
Mark has recorded several failures of the apostles’ to “see” the 
truth.  They struggle to understand Jesus and to know how to 
follow Him.  While they recognize Jesus as the promised Christ, 
they misunderstand how He will reign as king.  They perceive an 
earthly kingdom with the Messiah sitting on David’s throne in 
Jerusalem.   

In addition, the reason the 12 apostles fail to “see” the 
truth is because they suffer from what is called “Spiritual 
Blindness” (cf. 8:17; 22-25).  The disciples’ confusion and failures 
have to do with faith, that is, the way they perceive things.  Faith 
is the ability to see the reality that is not based on the standards 
of the here and now or what one “sees” with his physical eyes.  
Note, the 12 apostles had spent some three years with Jesus 
hearing all His public and private teachings; along with physically 
seeing the miracles of Jesus which should have confirmed His 
identity.  BUT they are spiritually blind.  Of all the people who 
followed Jesus, they should be in the know about Jesus’ true 
identity.  Then there is this blind beggar who can’t physically see, 
but has spiritual sight.  His faith, which was based on what he 
heard, has given him the ability to see the reality of about Jesus, 
while others are spiritually blind. 

Do we have the faith of a blind beggar named Bartimaeus? 
Or are we spiritually blind like the apostles and the large crowd?  
Our words and our actions will always give us away.  If we see 
Jesus as King, we will do what He says.  If we see Him as just a good 
teacher and no more, then we will not respond to Him properly. 

 
 Mark Collins 
Durango, CO 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  Scripture Reading: Revelation 17 

  

News & Announcements 
 

 If you want to donate to the 
Four Corners Encampment, just 
indicate it on your check and 
place it in the offering. 

 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 
 

Psalm 119:97-98 
 

O how I love Your law! 
It is my meditation all the day. 

Your commandments make me wiser than my 
enemies, 

For they are ever mine. 
NASB 1995 

 
 


