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What is Apologetics? 
The term "apologetics" comes from the 

Greek word apologia, from which we get our English word 
apology.  In the Classical Greek legal system, two key technical 
terms were used: the prosecution delivered the kategoria (i.e. 
category) and the defendant replied with an apologia.  To deliver 
an apologia meant making a formal speech or giving an 
explanation to reply and rebut the charges. 

This term from which we get “apologetics” appears in 
the Greek of the New Testament.  The Apostle Paul uses the 
term apologia in his trial speech to Festus and Agrippa when he 
says "I make my defense" in Acts 26:2.  A form of this word also 
appears in Paul's Letter to the Philippians as he is "defending the 
gospel" in Philippians 1:7 and in "to make a defense" in 1 Peter 
3:15. 

So, we might ask ourselves, “How do we make a defense 
of the hope that is in us?” (1 Peter 3:15).  First, Christians must be 
ready to make a defense.  In other words, all Christians must be 
prepared to give an explanation or reason for   (continued inside) 

 

 

In Our Prayers… 
*Requester’s name is in parentheses 

 

Guy & Mary Orbison- Mary was told she has 2-6 months to 
live 
Holly Pirtle (Timothy Collins)- Blood disorder/transfusions 
Janice Montano, Duncan’s mom- Kidney Cancer, surgery 
May 24th  
Jimmy Mooring- Cataract surgery June 16th  
Jerry Harms- recovery  
Ukraine- family of Oksana (Debbie Sutherlin), missionaries 
Timothy Collins- recovery  
Sarah Gates (Mary Sherman)- expecting twins 
New Christians- growth 
Jeff Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- job search 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler (Mark Collins)- spiritual struggles  
Aaron Reese- housing 
Cancer- Guy Wohlfahrt (Jeanie Mooring), Kim Provost, Mary 
Orbison, Vicky Mullins (Guy Orbison) 
Health concerns- Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth 
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett, Jean Fogle, Darrel Lanford (called 
in), Tara Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring), Glenda Fields (Kietha 
McKesson)  
-Door for the Word 
-Rain 

Additions:_______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ Worship & Studies 

Sunday 
Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in 
Durango meets at: 
 

2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 



Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
May 23  John 8:1-27  I Chron 19-21 
May 24  John 8:28-59  I Chron 22-24 
May 25  John 9:1-23  I Chron 25-27 
May 26   John 9:24-41  I Chron 28-29 
May 27  John 10:1-23  II Chron 1-3 
May 28  John 10:24-42  II Chron 4-6 
May 29  John 11:1-29  II Chron 7-9 
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(Continued from  front)  what they believe.  We must be mentally 
prepared before someone ask us of the hope that is in us.  The 
formula is simple:  

SCRIPTURES + RATIONAL REASONING (defense) = OUR RESPONCE 

Now, in this context, it is the hope that is in us.  This Lord has given 
us a “hope” (i.e. a confident expectation) that guides us in our 
determination.  We are headed somewhere... that is, where our 
Lord is now exalted. We are anxious to be there.   Thus, all that we 
do in this realm is with an eye to eternity. 

Second, Christians must make a defense with gentleness 
and reverence.  There are two topics in the world which have 
always been emotionally charged: Politics and Religion.  Not only 
are those who oppose us emotionally attached to their beliefs, so 
too, are we.  Remember it is never about winning a debate, but 
HOW we reason with others we disagree with.  Now, gentleness is 
sometimes translated “meekness” and refers to power brought 
under control. It is the display of a humble spirit. It is the ability to 
quietly take what the world dishes out even though we do not 
deserve their harshness toward us. “Reverence” is from the word 
for “fear” and here applies to respect toward men. We are not to 
retaliate when treated unjustly. We are not to be disrespectful 
when treated without respect. 

Third, Christians must make a defense and keep a good 
conscience (1 Peter 4:16).  If we respond to the world in a 
disrespectful way, we will later regret it because we have not 
represented the Lord well. We keep our conscience clear by being 
gentle and respectful to those who oppose us.  If we maintain our 
godly conduct even in the face of injustice, Peter says that, 
ultimately, it results in the accusers being put to shame. They will 
have no truth to support their accusations and they will have been 
unable to stir our anger so that we stoop to their level of conduct. 

Mark Collins 
Durango, CO 

 

 
 

 

  Scripture Reading: Revelation 11 

 

News & Announcements 
 

 5th Sunday Pulpit Swap is next 
Sunday.  Solomon Jones will be 
preaching. 

 
 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
14th - Timothy Collins 

 17th – Ray & Mary Sherman 

21st - Mary Orbison 

26th -Guy Orbison 

 


