In Our Prayers…
*Requester’s name is in parentheses
Holly Pirtle (Timothy Collins)- Blood disorder/transfusions
Janice Montano, Duncan’s mom- Kidney Cancer, surgery
Jerry Harms- upcoming knee surgery, April 28th
Ukraine- family of Oksana (Debbie Sutherlin), missionaries
Mike Hawkins- lost his job
Timothy Collins- upcoming back surgery, May 4th
Sarah Gates (Mary Sherman)- expecting twins
New Christians- growth
Jeff Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- job search
Tyler Hill- preaching school
J.T. Wheeler (Mark Collins)- spiritual struggles,
Aaron Reese- housing
Cancer- Guy Wohlfahrt (Jeanie Mooring), Kim Provost, Mary
Orbison, Vicky Mullins (Guy Orbison)
Health concerns- Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett, Jean Fogle, Darrel Lanford (called
in), Phillip Slaughter (Debbie Sutherlin), Tara Van Ausdall
(Jeanie Mooring), Glenda Fields (Kietha McKesson)
-Door for the Word
-Snow/Rain
Additions:_______________________________
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_____________________________________
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Resisting Temptation
by Mark Johnson
Enticement, inducement, seduction, temptation. These words
can describe something that allures or coaxes an individual or group to
do something that can have a negative impact. Temptations occur in
virtually all aspects of life. Those in the marketing profession are experts
at temptation. They craft advertisements to make their products
attractive to consumers, who are bombarded with “offers too good to
refuse.” Why is it that opportunity knocks only once, yet temptation
bangs on the door constantly?
Temptations arise from within ourselves at times and at other
occasions temptations attack us from without. Yielding to temptation
tends to produce regret (i.e. legal, social, psychological, health,
economic, or spiritual). When the consumer is persuaded to buy
something that he or she really cannot afford, the joy of the purchase is
often replaced by the regret of the bill. The cost of giving into
temptation is always higher than the advertised price and generally
denotes a lack of self-control.
Just before Jesus began His public ministry, He was tempted by
Satan (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). Satan encouraged the hungry
Jesus to use His power to turn stones into bread (Matthew 4:3). But,
Jesus refused to use His power for His own survival. (continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: Revelation 7

News & Announcements
 Are you available to mow or weed
the flower beds this year? Sign-up
sheets are posted on the bulletin
board.
 A pulpit swap with Aztec (Solomon
Jones) is planned for May 29th.

May
Birthdays/Anniversaries
Guy & Mary- 22nd
Isaiah Collins- 25th
Dennis Dahlke- 27th
Kenny & Debbie- 29th
Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
April 25
April 26
April 27
April 28
April 29
April 30
May 1

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Luke 18:24-43
Luke 19:1-27
Luke 19:28-48
Luke 20:1-26
Luke 20:27-47
Luke 21:1-19
Luke 21:20-38

II Samuel 21-22
II Samuel 23-24
I Kings 1-2
I Kings 3-5
I Kings 6-7
I Kings 8-9
I Kings 10-11

Resisting Temptation
(Continued from front) This is the temptation to live independently
from God, to just depend on our own resources. Instead of using His
power for selfish purposes, Jesus affirmed His dependence on God
(Matthew 4:4).
In the second recorded wilderness temptation in Matthew’s
Gospel, Satan tries to get Jesus to use God for His own ends. Satan
prods Jesus to throw Himself from the temple pinnacle (Matthew 4:5).
This temptation is about using God for personal gain. How often do
people succumb to this temptation today? Instead of people serving
God, people attempt to get God to serve them. Some even twist God’s
Word (like the Devil did by quoting Ps. 91:11-12 to Jesus, Matthew
4:6), in their quest for goodies from God. It is evident that one modern
author has totally bought into this temptation because he wrote, “God
has told us we can have what we say.”
The third temptation that Matthew recorded has Satan
offering Jesus the kingdoms of the world in exchange for Jesus’
worship (Matthew 4:8-9). In essence, Satan tells Jesus that all the
kingdoms of the world can be His (if He will just use the world’s means
of power: domination and violence). Jesus came to conquer for God,
but it was not a political kingdom, nor a worldly kingdom that He was
about (John 18:36). Satan offered Jesus a shortcut. Instead of living
obediently to God and ending up on a cross, just change commitments
and worship Satan. Jesus refused to follow the path of domination and
violence. The only “weapon” Jesus uses is the Word of God (“the
sword of the Spirit” – Ephesians 6:17).
The temptation narratives show Jesus as being victorious over
Satan. There were two vital elements to Jesus’ successful resistance to
the Satan’s seductions. First, Jesus used Scripture (God’s Word)
against temptation (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). Jesus did not use Scripture in
some magical way, but the Scriptures Jesus quoted were appropriate
to the temptation. The second important element in Jesus’ triumph of
temptation was a commitment and devotion to the Father. Jesus knew
Scripture, but also lived in harmony with Scripture. These two
elements are still the essential items one must have in order to
overcome the temptations of the evil in today’s world. (Working in the
Word / February, 2016.)

