In Our Prayers…
*Requester’s name is in parentheses
Jerry Harms- knee surgery this Thursday
Van Crash in Texas
Darrel Landford (wife called)- spinal surgery
Ukraine- family of Oksana (Debbie Sutherlin), missionaries
Mike Hawkins- lost his job
COVID-19- Tricia Fogle (Virginia Roberts)
Timothy Collins- upcoming back surgery, May 4th
Phillip Slaughter (Debbie Sutherlin)- Kidney removed
Tara Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- Heart attack
Sarah Gates (Mary Sherman)- expecting twins
Glenda Fields (Keitha McKesson)- hip and neck problems
New Christians- growth
Jeff Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- job search
Tyler Hill- preaching school
J.T. Wheeler (Mark Collins)- spiritual struggles,
Aaron Reese- housing
Cancer- Guy Wohlfahrt (Jeanie Mooring), Kim Provost, Mary
Orbison, Vicky Mullins (Guy Orbison)
Health concerns- Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett, Jean Fogle
-Door for the Word
-Snow/Rain
Additions:_______________________________
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The Joy of Jesus
The writer of Hebrews exhorts us to be faithful in the face
of hard times by stating, “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). It is clear from what we just read
that the joy set before Jesus in enduring the cross is a concept
foreign to the way people usually view joy. Typically, when we
think of joy we have feelings of happiness or pleasure based on an
external circumstance. Like the joy of bringing a newborn baby
home from the hospital or the happiness we experience from
eating our favorite foods.
However, the joy that the writer speaks of is an inner
happiness which Jesus had despite His external situation. The
whole experience of the cross was shameful. He was mocked by
Roman soldiers and the religious leaders. People hit Him, spit on
Him and He was scourged, before being nailed to the cross. And
if that wasn’t enough, the shame continued (continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: Revelation 5

News & Announcements
 Jean Fogle got to go home this
week.

Hebrews 12:3
For consider Him who has endured
such hostility by sinners against
Himself, so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart.
-NASB

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 16
April 17

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Luke 11:1-28
Luke 11:29-54
Luke 12:1-31
Luke 12:32-59
Luke 13:1-22
Luke 13:23-35
Luke 14:1-24

I Samuel 17-18
I Samuel 19-21
I Samuel 22-24
I Samuel 25-26
I Samuel 27-29
I Samuel 30-31
II Samuel 1-2

The Joy of Jesus
(Continued from front) while He hung on the cross as others
verbally abused Him. Yet, despite His external circumstances,
Jesus possessed joy.
Nonetheless, Jesus offers this same kind of joy to all
Christians no matter what their situation in life may be. This joy
which Jesus offers is first based on what He has spoken, “These
things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be made full” (John 15:11). We receive the joy
of Jesus by means of the written word of God. You and I may
find the joy which Jesus possessed and is based on what is inside
us, “so that My joy may be in you.” His joy is a genuine happiness
that cannot be touched by any external circumstance we may
experience in this life. The world may offer us a joy, but it is
based on external things, not what is inside of us. It is found in
material things or earthly pursuits. Yet, when a person is
deprived of these physical things then he can be robbed of the
joy those things bring. But the joy of Jesus can’t be touched by
these things or the lack thereof.
Second, this joy which Jesus offers is based on how we
perceive negative circumstances, “Consider it all joy, my
brethren, when you encounter various trials…” (James 1:2-4).
“Trials” are the troubles and challenges we face while living life
in this world. People usually respond negatively toward trials
and show a “woe is me” attitude. James is suggesting that trials,
for a Christian, may be viewed as an occasion of joy, rather than
sorrow or frustration, if we can see that they produce endurance
which leads to spiritual maturity (vs. 3-4).
Thus, joy is based on how we perceive so-called negative
circumstances in our lives and what Jesus spoke.
Mark Collins
Durango, CO

