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God’s Perspective of Trials 
 

It is strange how different people can look at the same situation 
and come away with two totally different views.  For example, if I 
place a half of a glass of water on a table and ask people what they 
see their responses will vary.  Those who have a more positive 
outlook on life in general might say that the glass is half full, while 
those who have more of a negative outlook on life in general 
might say that the glass is half-empty.  The reason that there are 
different views like these is because of a person’s perspective or 
how a person views things. 
 
In James 1:2-4, we have a similar situation.  However, the half full 
glass that James places before his readers has various trials in it.  
James wants his readers to look at these trials from God’s 
perspective.  That is why he writes, “Consider it all joy, my 
brethren, when you encounter various trials.”- (1:2).  This 
statement goes totally against what the world thinks.  The world 
looks at trials as a bad experience.  The world   (continued inside) 
 

 
 

In Our Prayers… 
*Requester’s name is in parentheses 

 

Daryl Landford (wife called)- spinal surgery 
Ukraine- family of Oxsana (Debbie Sutherlin), missionaries 
Mike Hawkins- lost his job 
Jean Fogle- rehab  
COVID-19- Tricia Fogle (Virginia Roberts) 
Mary Orbison- broken ankle, chemo 
Timothy Collins- upcoming back surgery in May 
Phillip Slaughter (Debbie Sutherlin)- Kidney removed 
Tara Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- Heart attack 
Guy Wohlfahrt (Jeanie Mooring)- Chemo 
Sarah Gates (Mary Sherman)- expecting twins 
Glenda Fields (Keitha McKesson)- hip and neck problems  
New Christians- growth 
Jeff Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- job search 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler (Mark Collins)- spiritual struggles 
Aaron Reese- housing 
Cancer- Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim Provost, Mary Orbison, Vicky 
(Guy Orbison) 
Health concerns- Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth 
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett, Jean Fogle  
-Door for the Word 
-Snow 

Additions:_______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in 
Durango meets at: 
 

2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 



Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
March 14  Mark 14:1-26  Deut. 23-25  
March 15         Mark 14:27-53  Deut. 26-27 
March 16  Mark 14:54-72  Deut. 28-29 
March 17   Mark 15:1-25  Deut. 30-31 
March 18    Mark 15:26-47  Deut. 32-34 
March 19  Mark 16  Joshua 1-3 
March 20  Luke 1:1-20  Joshua 4-6 
 

 The Durango Disciple 
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(Continued from  front) would do what it could to avoid such 
situations.  Though, as Christians, James says we are to look at 
trials with all joy.  This joy we are to have is based on the results 
that come from various trials.  “Trials” represent the troubles 
and challenges we face in living life.  But the term trial also 
carries the meaning of to test, to try, or to prove something.  
James tells what the trials will be testing in verse 3.  A trial is a 
way of testing ones faith.  So, if the trials were a test, what would 
be the question?  The question would be: Is his or her 
commitment to God (faith) genuine?  If you past the test you 
prove that your commitment to God is genuine. 
 
Furthermore, we can consider this testing of our faith a joyful 
experience because it produces endurance.  Endurance is the 
ability to hold out over the long haul.  It is the ability to remain 
steadfast without quitting.  
 
“And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing” (1:4).  The word, 
“perfect” means “to bring something to its intended end.”  So, 
James is saying that there is an intended goal to be reached 
whenever a trial comes our way. He uses three similar 
expressions to show us the goal: “perfect,” “complete,” and 
“lacking in nothing.” James is talking about our maturing 
spiritually. Without endurance there is something missing in our 
Christian character that is essential to our finishing the race set 
before us (Heb. 12:2). People who give up before the race is 
finished are not mature Christians. The way you “consider” a 
trial determines how you respond to it, and this, in turn, says 
something about what you are made of.  
      

Mark Collins 
Durango, CO  
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  Scripture Reading: Revelation 1 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 

 

News & Announcements 
 

 Jean Fogle is doing better.  She is 
working hard to get her strength 
back so she can go home.   

James 1:2-4 
Consider it all joy, my brethren, 

when you encounter various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith  
produces endurance.  And let endurance 
have its perfect result, so that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

-NASB 


