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Which God (god) are You Bowing  
Down To? 
 –Mark Collins 

In 2 Kings 17:1-18, we discover why Israel went into captivity: 

Idolatry.  Hoshea was the last king over what remained of the 

northern kingdom of Israel after the Assyrian attack of 732 BC.  

Samaria, the capital city of Israel, failed after a three-year siege in 

722 BC.. 

The history of Israel is a sad story of idol worship, punishment, 

restoration and forgiveness, followed by a return to idolatry. The 

books of 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, and 1 & 2 Chronicles reveal 

this destructive pattern. The Old Testament prophets endlessly 

preached that there would be disastrous consequences for God’s 

people if they continued in their idolatry.  Their sermons were 

largely ignored until it was too late and God’s wrath against idol-

worship was poured out upon the nation. 

Idolatry originally meant the worship of idols or the worship 

of false gods by means of idols but came to mean, among the Old 

Testament Hebrews, any worship of false gods, whether by images 

or otherwise, and finally the worship of Yahweh through visible 

symbols (ISBE). The most prevalent form of   (continued inside) 

 

 

In Our Prayers… 
*Requester’s name is in parentheses 

 

COVID-19- Virginia Roberts, Tricia Fogle (Virginia Roberts),  
Mary Orbison- broken ankle, chemo 
Timothy Collins- upcoming back surgery in May 
Phillip Slaughter (Debbie Sutherlin)- Kidney removed 
David Shive (Mary Sherman)- strokes, can’t use right arm, 
vertigo 
Linda Norton (Ray Sherman)- Husband died, not doing well 
Tara Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- Heart attack 
Dale Robinson (Ray Sherman)- brain surgeries 
Guy Wohlfahrt (Jeanie Mooring)- Chemo 
Sarah Gates (Mary Sherman)- expecting twins 
Glenda Fields (Keitha McKesson)- neck problems  
New Christians- growth 
Jeff Van Ausdall (Jeanie Mooring)- job search 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler (Mark Collins)- spiritual struggles 
Aaron Reese- housing 
Cancer- Carol Rogers, Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim Provost, Mary 
Orbison, Vicky (Guy Orbison) 
Health concerns- Kathy, Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, 
Ruth Sutherlin, Koben Puckett  
-Door for the Word 
-Snow 

Additions:_______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in 
Durango meets at: 
 

2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 



Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
Jan 31       Matthew 20:17-34 Exodus 25-26 
Feb 1          Matthew 21:1-22 Exodus 27-28 
Feb 2            Matthew 21:23-46 Exodus 29-30  
Feb 3     Matthew 22:1-22 Exodus 31-33     
Feb 4     Matthew 22:23-46 Exodus 34-35  
Feb 5       Matthew 23:1-22 Exodus 36-38 
Feb 6       Matthew 23:23-39 Exodus 39-40 
 

 The Durango Disciple 
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(Continued from  front) idolatry in Bible times was the worship 

of images that were thought to embody the various pagan 

deities.  Now these idols/images/poles, etc., were blocks of 

stone or wood and their power existed only in the minds of the 

worshipers (Cf. Romans 1:21-23).  They believed false gods 

would benefit them in some way if they practiced the customs 

of the nations.  

According to Webster’s dictionary, idolatry is “the worship 

of idols or excessive devotion to, or reverence for some person 

or thing.”  An idol is anything that replaces the one, true God.  

In the New Testament, the term idolatry is used to designate 

covetousness or greed, “Therefore, consider the members of 

your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil 

desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry (NASB)” (Col. 

3:5).  The word "greed" is also translated as "covetousness." 

Two Greek terms are brought together in this word: pleon, 

"more" and exo, "to have." It is the desire to have more, that is, 

to have what is forbidden. Since it places selfish wants above 

obedience to God, it "amounts to idolatry."  Greed may show 

itself in an intense desire within the heart for material things or 

materialism.  Materialism is a tendency to consider material 

possessions and physical comfort as more important than 

spiritual values. 

However, greed or materialism are conditions of the 

heart…not the bank account (Matthew 6:24).  Mere possessions 

(even lots of them) are no guide.  The question of greed is the 

question of whether we love God or love money as a god.  Jesus 

said you cannot serve both God and wealth.  It is impossible to 

obey two opposing voices at the same time.  We must choose 

between what God wants of us and what money may demand of 

us.  When we give heed to money over God, it has become our 

god…thus, “idolatry.” 

Idolatry is a very serious matter, whether literally bowing 

down to a false god, or figuratively bowing down to the god of 

wealth.  Which God/god are you bowing down to? 

 

 

  Scripture Reading: 1 John 3 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 

 

News & Announcements 
 

 No men’s business meeting for 
February. 

 Ray is preaching in Bayfield today. 
 

Colossian 3:12-14 
 

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy 
and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 
bearing with one another, and forgiving each 
other, whoever has a complaint against 
anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also 
should you.  Beyond all these things put on 

love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  


