In Our Prayers…
Tara Van Ausdall- Heart attack
Tornado Victims
Dale Robinson- 2 brain
surgeries
Guy Wohlfahrt- recovery
Dillion Tidmore (Keitha’s
cousin) - COVID
Sarah Gates- expecting twins
Virginia Roberts- health
Mary Orbison- Chemo
Jimmy & Jeanie- several deaths
in the family recently
Glenda Fields- tests on neck
New Christians- growth
Duncan’s family
Jeff Van Ausdall- job search
Tyler Hill- preaching school
J.T. Wheeler- spiritual struggles
Aaron Reese- housing
Cancer- Carol Rogers, Denny,
Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim Provost,
Cheryl Lin, Mary Orbison
Health concerns- Kathy, Jimmy
Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett
-door for the Word
-rain/snow

Worship & Studies
Sunday
Bible Study- 9:30 a.m.
Worship- 10:20 a.m.
Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study- 7 p.m.

December 25- Christmas
January 1- New Year’s Day
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The church of Christ in Durango meets at:
2100 West 3rd
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(970) 247-0865

December 19, 2021

Vol. 4, Issue 51

The Great Mercy of Our God
It seems that everywhere in the bible that I look, I see
God’s great mercy. What love He has for us lowly humans!
Looking for something to write about this month, I decided to just
open my Bible randomly and surprise myself. I went to 2 Kings 13
to read about one of the many evil kings in Samaria, the capital of
Israel. It starts off, “In the twenty-third year of Joash the son of
Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu became king over
Israel at Samaria, and he reigned seventeen years. He did evil in
the sight of the LORD and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, with which he made Israel sin; he did not turn from
them.”
As one might expect, God deals with this evil king
according to his folly. “So, the anger of the LORD was kindled
against Israel, and He gave them continually into the hand of
Hazael king of Aram, and into the hand of Benhadad the son of
Hazael.” So, Jehoahaz is in big trouble. He had not been
interested in serving or even listening to the LORD. Instead, he
went his own way and continued in the ways of all the kings before
him. (continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 5

Ephesians 1:4-8a
… In love He predestined us to
adoption as sons through Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the
kind intention of His will, to the
praise of the glory of His grace,
which He freely bestowed on us in
the Beloved.
In Him we have
redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of His grace
which He lavished on us.
-NASB

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
Dec 20
Dec 21
Dec 22
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 26

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Revelation 11
Revelation 12
Revelation 13
Revelation 14
Revelation 15
Revelation 16
Revelation 17

Micah 1-3
Micah 4-5
Micah 6-7
Nahum 1-3
Habakkuk 1-3
Zephaniah 1-3
Haggai 1-2

The Great Mercy of Our God
(continued from front) We might find ourselves
cheering God on. “Go get him,” but in the very next verse God
is ready to forgive. “Then Jehoahaz entreated the favor of the
LORD, and the LORD listened to him; for He saw the oppression
of Israel, how the king of Aram oppressed them. The LORD gave
Israel a deliverer, so that they escaped from under the hand of
the Arameans; and the sons of Israel lived in their tents as
formerly.” What a God that we have! He is always ready to
forgive if only we will humble ourselves before Him. Over and
over throughout the Old Testament we see this happening.
Mankind rejects God, God sends trouble and as soon as
mankind repents, God is there, ready to forgive.
Most of the time, what happens next is what we see in
2 Kings 13. Here God heard Jehoahaz. God delivered this king
and his people from total disaster. One would think that the
result would be a turning around, but the next verse shows that
this is not so. “Nevertheless, they did not turn away from the
sins of the house of Jeroboam, with which he made Israel sin,
but walked in them”
Ultimately, we see God’s true character when, in the
face of constant betrayal, He chooses to send His Son. What
kind of love it this? How is it even possible to love in this way?
Jesus modeled just how a human being can love the way God
wants us to.
If that is what God wants from me, that is what I must
set my mind on doing. It first takes a decision on my part. I
must decide that I am going to be willing to forgive as soon as
a person repents. I must decide that I will forgive, even when I
expect that person to again betray me. I echo the apostle’s
response to this point in Luke 17 when Jesus made this point.
Lord, “Increase our Faith.”
Ray Sherman
Durango, CO

