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Euphemisms 
 

What is a euphemism?  A euphemism is defined as “the use of 
a less direct word or phrase for one considered offensive” 
(Webster); “Euphemism, substitution of a delicate or inoffensive 
term or phrase for one that has coarse, sordid, or otherwise 
unpleasant associations…” Microsoft Encarta © 1993-2003 
Microsoft Corporation. 

Some examples of euphemisms found in the Funk & Wagnalls 
Standard Dictionary Comprehensive International Edition are: 
 

 Dang- “Damn: a euphemism” (p. 326). 
 Darn (2) - “Damn: a euphemism” (p. 327). 
 Gosh- “A minced oath. [Alter. Of God] (p.545); “a 

euphemism for God” (Webster). 
 Heck- “An exclamation: euphemism for hell” (p. 584). 

 
If a euphemism is the use of a less direct word or substitution 

for a coarse, sordid word, doesn’t it still mean the same thing as 
the word it is being used in place of?  Well,  these definitions 
from an American and International dictionary (continued inside) 
 

 

In Our Prayers… 
Sarah & Lee Gates- expecting 
twins 
Bus crash victims 
Mark Ferguson- Covid (ICU) 
Jean Fogle- stomach  
Virginia Roberts- health 
Mary Orbison- Chemo/Blood 
transfusion 
Jimmy & Jeanie- several deaths 
in the family recently 
Dave Cruchfield- mini-stroke  
Glenda Fields- tests on neck  
New Christians- growth 
Duncan’s family 
Jeff Van Ausdall- job search 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler- spiritual struggles 
Aaron Reese- housing 
Cancer- Carol Rogers, Denny, 
Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim Provost, 
Cheryl Lin, Mary Orbison 
Health concerns- Kathy, Jimmy 
Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff, Ruth 
Sutherlin, Koben Puckett  
-door for the Word 
-rain/snow 

 
 
December 11- Business 
meeting CANCELED 
 
 
 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in Durango meets at: 
2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 



Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
Dec 6   1 John 5  Daniel 3-4 
Dec 7   2 John   Daniel 5-7 
Dec 8   3 John   Daniel 8-10 
Dec 9   Jude   Daniel 11-12 
Dec 10   Revelation 1  Hosea 1-4 
Dec 11   Revelation 2  Hosea 5-8 
Dec 12   Revelation 3  Hosea 9-11 
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(continued from  front) seem to indicate so.  Also, those who 
hear Christians use these substitutions know this to be true.  I 
am reminded of an occasion when a preacher was playing golf 
(it wasn’t Guy) with some non-Christians.  Every time the 
preacher made a bad shot, he would use different 
euphemisms.  Eventually, one of the non-Christians 
commented, “Why don’t you just use the cuss word, we know 
what you mean.”  He got the message and stopped using 
euphemisms. 

Of course, the Bible teaches that we are not to use any 
offensive or inappropriate language.  For example, Ephesians 
4:29, “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth…” 
This is not profanity, per se, but perhaps “gutter talk” and the 
kind of conversation that hurts others. We are not merely to 
refrain from this, but give something positive and useful in the 
way we speak to others.  Also, Ephesians 5:3-4  “But do not let 
immorality or any impurity or greed even be named among you, 
as is proper among saints; and there must be no filthiness and 
silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather 
giving of thanks.”  There are two groups of sins listed that 
should not “even be named among you” which means that 
there should be no rumors or truthful allegations of such 
behavior directed toward Christians. The two groups consist of 
sins of lust and sins of the tongue.  In verse 4, the second list 
contains the common misuse of the tongue: “filthiness” is 
whatever is indecent and refers to obscenities, using the filthy 
gutter language of the world; “silly talk” or “foolish talk,” refers 
to off-color remarks and things like racial slurs; and “coarse 
jesting” is the quick repartee or wittiness in a sinful manner and 
includes dirty joking.  

Once we become Christians our way of life changes.  That 
includes what we say. 

    Mark Collins, Durango, CO 

 

  Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 3 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 

Colossians 4:5-6 
Conduct yourselves with 

wisdom toward outsiders, making 
the most of the opportunity.  Let your 
speech always be with grace, as 
though seasoned with salt, so that 
you will know how you should 
respond to each person. 

News & Announcements  
 

 No business meeting this month. 

 Mary Orbison had a blood 
transfusion on Friday. 


