In Our Prayers…
Mary Orbison- starting
chemo this week
Jimmy & Jeanie- several
deaths in the family recently
Connie Holley- fell hard
Raelynn Lyons and familyGrandfather passed away
Dave Cruchfield- mini-stroke
Glenda Fields- tests on neck
New Christians- growth
Duncan’s family
Jeff Van Ausdall- job search
Tyler Hill- preaching school
J.T. Wheeler- spiritual
struggles
Aaron Reese- housing
Cancer- Carol Rogers, Denny,
Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim Provost,
Cheryl Lin, Mary Orbison
Health concerns- Kathy,
Jimmy Mooring, Rosa Lee
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin, Koben
Puckett
-door for the Word
-rain/snow

Worship & Studies
Sunday
Bible Study- 9:30 a.m.
Worship- 10:20 a.m.
Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study- 7 p.m.

November 21st- MSCH
change cans due
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Sanctification
Sanctification is not a word we use every day, though it is
something we should experience every day. “For this is the will of
God; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each of
you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,
not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God…For God
has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification” (1
Thess. 4:3-5, 7).
Sanctification is a term that means holiness. It is the opposite
of sinfulness. The terms “holy” and “sanctification” denote being set
apart or separated. God called us out of the world and set us apart
from the world to belong to Him. Sanctification also means that we
may no longer participate in unholy activities of this world, but we
are to strive to be like God in His holiness. It is a process by which
we take on God’s holy characteristics, thinking, and actions.
Sanctification is God’s will for ALL Christians (vs. 3). The will of God
is what He wishes to be done by us. We find out what God’s will is
through His commandments and precepts.
(continued inside)
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Sanctification

Scripture Reading: James 5

News & Announcements
 Mary Orbison will be starting
Chemotherapy again this week.
 Change cans are due next Sunday,
November 21st.

Titus 2:11-12
For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation for all people, training
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright, and godly lives...
-ESV

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
Nov 15
Nov 16
Nov 17
Nov 18
Nov 19
Nov 20
Nov 21

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Hebrews 11:1-19
Hebrews 11:20-40
Hebrews 12
Hebrews 13
James 1
James 2
James 3

Ezekiel 1-2
Ezekiel 3-4
Ezekiel 5-7
Ezekiel 8-10
Ezekiel 11-13
Ezekiel 14-15
Ezekiel 16-17

(continued from front)
Also, sanctification is something we DO when we ABSTAIN
from sinful practices (v. 3c-7). The Thessalonians were sanctified
by Christ just like we were when we were baptized (1 Cor. 6:11).
They were set apart as holy by the body of Christ once and for all,
just like we were (Heb. 10:10). They were separated from the
unholy practices and dedicated to God. Yet their sanctification is
an ongoing process of setting themselves apart from the unholy
things of this world. Just because we are baptized doesn’t mean
we have conquered the flesh.
Now, one of the sinful activities of the world that Paul
mentions is sexual immorality. In order for them to excel still more
in their relationship with God, they must give up any kind of
unlawful sexual act. Paul writes that each of them needs to know
how to possess his or her own vessel in sanctification and honor.
To possess means to get under control, to be winning the mastery
over while the word for vessel carries the mean of one’s own body
in this context. Thus, they need to learn how to control their own
bodies so that they don’t commit sexual immorality. In verse 5,
Paul elaborates that they aren’t to possess their own bodies in the
lustful passion like the Gentiles who do know God. Sexual
immorality is a lustful passion that the godless Gentiles seek after.
It is a strong desire for something that is forbidden. Therefore
Paul makes it clear that the Thessalonians should exercise selfcontrol by NOT engaging in such sinful behaviors.
Though “sexual immorality” might not be an area of
sanctification that you need to address, we should be vigilant for
any other unholy, sinful attitudes and behaviors of this world that
may creep into our lives. We must separate ourselves from these
sinful behaviors as we strive toward the holy characteristics of
God.
Mark Collins
Durango, CO

