In Our Prayers…
Jim Irsik- Collapsed lung
New Christians- Duncan
Farrow, Laurie Brassow, Ana
Penaloza
Duncan’s family
COVID- Kathy relapsed
Jeff Van Ausdall- Job search
Tyler Hill- preaching school
J.T. Wheeler- struggling
spiritually
Aaron Reese- Housing
Cancer- Carol Rogers, Denny,
Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim Provost,
Cheryl Lin, Mary Orbison
Health concerns- Jimmy
Mooring, Rosa Lee Cundiff,
Ruth Sutherlin, Koben Puckett
-door for the Word
-Pray for RAIN!

Worship & Studies
Sunday
Bible Study- 9:30 a.m.
Worship- 10:20 a.m.
Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study- 7 p.m.

Sept 19, 2021

9th-

October
Men’s
Business meeting
October

9th-

Fall Workday

*Cover photo by Amy Collins.
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Preparing for Battle
In Ephesians 6, Paul tells the Ephesian Christians to “put
on the full armor of God” so that they may be able to stand firm
against the schemes of the devil. The imagery is that of a soldier
getting prepared for battle. Paul goes on to describe this armor
and to define each piece with a matching characteristic that will
prepare the Christian for the battle at hand. That battle
equipment includes a loin girded with truth, a breast plate of
righteousness, foot coverings consisting of the preparation of the
gospel, and carrying a shield of faith, putting on a helmet of
salvation and a sword that is the word of God. All of these
defensive and offensive weapons help the soldier prepare for the
upcoming battle.
Space does not permit me to go into how each of these
articles of war prepares the Christian but there are two aspects of
this text that are good to notice. First, a soldier puts on his
equipment in preparation for an upcoming battle. While he is
putting on his equipment he is also contemplating the battle
ahead. When a Navy Seal team special ops group is getting ready
for a mission, they spend a lot of time checking their equipment.
Each member has both equipment that is common to all and
equipment that he has specially selected that (Continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: Hebrews 10

News & Announcements
 Mark your calendars! There is
a Fall workday coming up on
October 9th.

Ephesians 6:10-12
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the
strength of His might. Put on the full armor
of God, so that you will be able to stand firm
against the schemes of the devil. For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the powers,
agains the world forces of this darkness,
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in
the heavenly places.

-NASB

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
Sept 20
Sept 21
Sept 22
Sept 23
Sept 24
Sept 25
Sept 26

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

II Cor. 12
II Cor. 13
Galatians 1
Galatians 2
Galatians 3
Galatians 4
Galatians 5

Eccl. 4-6
Eccl. 7-9
Eccl. 10-12
Song of Sol. 1-3
Song of Sol. 4-5
Song of Sol. 6-8
Isaiah 1-2

Preparing for Battle
(Continued from front) will help make him the best soldier he
can be. This preparation is as important as the fight itself. The
soldier has checked and rechecked his equipment. He knows
how to use each piece. He has practiced using every piece of
equipment. This is not only true of today’s soldier but was just
as true of the Roman soldier of Paul’s day. Historians tell us that
the Roman soldier was highly trained. It was that training and
discipline, along with his equipment, that made him so
successful on the battle field.
Can we, as Christians, follow their example of
preparation and training? Yes we can. To do this we need to
look at each article listed by Paul, and put on that article as well
as learn to use the article effectively.
A second point that is in the text is that of knowing who
the enemy is. No one goes into battle without having all
available intelligence about the enemy. Knowing the enemy’s
location and strength can be critical to the outcome of the
battle. The Nazis in WWII had no idea that a force of
overwhelming size was coming at them on June 6th, 1944, and
they did not know where the invasion was coming from. The
consequences of not knowing made all the difference in the
outcome of the war.
We, likewise, need as much intelligence about our
enemy as we can get. Paul tells us that we are not going up
against flesh and blood. Now we know that the enemy is not
really other people, even people who are hostile. Our true
enemy is spiritual. Paul tells us, our struggle is against the
rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places. If that is the true enemy, then the Lord has
given us all the tools we need to be victorious and win the war.
We just have to use them.
Ray Sherman,
Durango, CO

