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Being Ready 
Yesterday marked the 20th anniversary of the tragic events 

we call 9/11.  On September 11, 2001 the world, and especially 
America, changed forever.  I remember the terrible feeling I had 
when I saw the Twin Towers fall with thousands of people in them.  
I am sure when they went to work that day none of them knew 
that it would be there last.  The fact is, none of us know when it is 
our time to die. 

However, as Christians we have been warned about the 
need to be ready to leave this world at any moment.  On many 
occasions Jesus talked about being ready.  In Mark 13:33-37, Jesus 
said, “Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the 
appointed time will come.”  It is so unexpected that could come at 
any hour of the day, “…in the evening, at midnight, or when the 
rooster crows, or in the morning…” (v. 35).  In the morning hours 
of Tuesday September 11, 2001 that unexpected hour came.  
Thousands of people weren’t ready to meet God.  In this short 
parable Jesus says three times be ready.  Though, in this context, 
Jesus is referring to His coming in judgment, we still need to be on 
the alert because, once we die or Christ comes it will be too late. 

This principle may also be seen in the parable of the “Ten 
Virgins” (Matt. 25:1-13).  The main point is found in verse 13, “Be 
on the alert then, for you do not the day nor the (Continued inside) 
 

 

In Our Prayers… 
Jim Irsik- Collapsed lung 
New Christians- Duncan 
Farrow, Laurie Brassow, Ana 
Penaloza 
Duncan’s family 
COVID- Diana Mayberry, 
Sherry’s niece and her 
husband, Kathy relapsed 
Jeff Van Ausdall- Job search 
Donna Castleman- mini-
stroke 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler- struggling 
spiritually 
Cox Family- Julie Cox died 
Aaron Reese- Housing 
Jimmy Mooring- Heart 
Cancer- Carol Rogers, Denny, 
Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim Provost, 
Cheryl Lin, Mary Orbison 
Health concerns- Rosa Lee 
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin, Koben 
Puckett  
-door for the Word 
-Pray for RAIN! 
 

 

 
 
September 14th – 
Preacher’s meeting 
 
October 9th- Men’s 
Business meeting 
 
October 9th- Fall Workday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in Durango meets at: 
2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 



Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
Sept 13  II Cor. 6  Proverbs 16-18 
Sept 14  II Cor. 7  Proverbs 19-21 
Sept 15  II Cor. 8  Proverbs 22-24 
Sept 16  II Cor. 9  Proverbs 25-26 
Sept 17  II Cor. 10  Proverbs 27-29 
Sept 18  II Cor. 11:1-15  Proverbs 30-31 
Sept 19  II Cor. 11:16-33 Eccl. 1-3 
 

 The Durango Disciple 
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(Continued from front) hour.”  Jesus was teaching that we need 
to be prepared for His coming because it is unpredictable.  In 
this parable, the 5 foolish virgins may warn us of having a false 
sense of security about the second coming.  The 5 wise virgins 
were prepared because they were ready for the bridegroom  to 
come even before all ten fell asleep.  Since, all 10 virgins were 
sleeping when the bridegroom came, it is best to see this as a 
natural occurrence of human existence and not the 
unexpectedness of death or apathy.  Practically speaking, those 
who pursue careers, recreation, etc. are all a part of our earthly 
existence, but these earthly pursuits should not distract us 
from being prepared for Jesus’ second coming.   

Finally, there is the parable of the rich land owner (Luke 
12:16-21).  “Soul, you have many goods laid up for years to 
come…But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul 
is required of you; and now who will own what you have 
prepared?’ “So is the man who stores up treasures for himself, 
and is not rich towards God.” (vs. 19-21).  The man was storing 
up treasures for himself by hoarding his possessions.  The rich 
man thought that these material possessions could secure his 
future so he hoarded them while neglecting a relationship with 
God.  He had stockpiled his wealth and thought his future was 
set, but he couldn’t secure one more night of life for himself. 

On September 11, 2001, thousands of souls were not 
ready to meet the Lord.  They were pursuing the things of this 
world, not a relationship with God.  Now, if Jesus came back 
today where would you spend eternity?  Would you be ready 
to meet Him?  Let us be on the alert so that, whether Jesus 
comes or we go to Him, we will be ready to meet the Lord by 
being rich towards God.    

 
     Mark Collins, 
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  Scripture Reading: Hebrews 9 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 

Matthew 25:31-33 
But when the Son of Man comes in His 

glory, and all the angels with Him, then He 
will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations 
will be gathered before Him; and He will 
separate them from one another, as the 
shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, 
and the goats on the left. 

-NASB 

News & Annoucements  
 

 Mark your calendars!  There is 
a Fall workday coming up on 
October 9th.   
 

 


