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Are the Good Times Really Over 
For Good? 

I was about 9 years old when I got my first AM/FM radio.  I used 
to listen to the local country music radio station: WAMZ.  There was one 
song that I remember from those early days from Merle Haggard: “Are 
the Good Times Really Over For Good?”  The theme of the song is the 
desire to return to a simpler time. 

 
I wish a buck was still silver 
It was back when the country was strong 
Back before Elvis 
Before the Vietnam war came along 
 
Before The Beatles and ‘Yesterday’ 
When a man could still work, still would 
The best of the free life behind us now 
And are the good times really over for good? 

 
In 2021, we may ask the same question, “And are the good 

times really over for good?” We may find encouragement from 
Ecclesiastes 7:8-14 on how to view a more complex time. Here, Solomon 
seems to be teaching us about patience during adverse times in our life.  
The second part of verse eight indicates this,         (Continued inside) 

 
 

In Our Prayers… 
New Christians- Duncan 
Farrow, Laurie Brassow, Ana 
Penaloza 
Duncan’s family 
COVID- Diana Mayberry, 
Heather, Kevin, Julian 
Jeff Van Ausdall- Job search 
Cheryl Witt- needs a kidney  
Lee and Sarah Gates- 
miscarriage 
Donna Castleman- mini-
stroke 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler- left the Lord 
Cox Family- Julie Cox died 
Aaron Reese- Housing 
Jimmy Mooring- Heart 
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed 
Cancer- Carol Rogers, Denny, 
Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim Provost, 
Cheryl Lin, Mary Orbison 
Health concerns- Rosa Lee 
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin  
-door for the Word 
-Pray for RAIN! 
 

 

 
 
September 11th- Business 
meeting 
 
September 14th – 
Preacher’s meeting 
 
October 9th- Fall Workday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in Durango meets at: 
2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 



Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
Sept 6   I Cor. 15:29-58  Psalms 148-150 
Sept 7   I Cor. 16  Proverbs 1-2 
Sept 8   II Cor. 1  Proverbs 3-5 
Sept 9   II Cor. 2  Proverbs 6-7 
Sept 10  II Cor. 3  Proverbs 8-9 
Sept 11  II Cor. 4  Proverbs 10-12 
Sept 12  II Cor. 5  Proverbs 13-15 
 

 The Durango Disciple 
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(Continued from front)  “the patience of  spirit is better than 
haughtiness of spirit."  In other words, don't be arrogant and speak 
out about a matter until the end (i.e. when you have all the facts).  
Solomon tells us not to be hasty in spirit to be angry (literal 
translation) which denotes a person who is upset about unfavorable 
circumstances of life (Why is it that the former days were better than 
these? v.10).  We probably all said something similar to what we find 
in verse 10.  "Oh, the good old days,” indicating that things were 
better sometime in the past.  Yet, we don't say these things from 
wisdom.  As Dr. James E Smith wrote,  
 

God intermingles good and evil in men's lives. According to 
the laws with which they are unacquainted. The attempt to 
forecast the future is a disquieting futility. Man seems never 
able to discern the good that comes from evil days. That 
inability continually reminds him that he cannot see what 
will come next upon the earth. People must learn to cast 
their care upon God, knowing that he cares for them (1 Peter 
5:7). One cheats himself of a day of joyous living, by fretting 
about the past or worrying about the future."  (The Wisdom 
Literature and Psalms, page 767) 
 
Yet the Bible does teach us that adversity is good for us.  “All 

discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet 
to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful 
fruit of righteousness” (Heb. 12:11)  and “Consider it all joy, my 
brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing 
of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect 
result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 
(James 1:2-4). 

Though the simpler times of the past may be over for good, 
we can still live a joyous life today knowing these truths.  

 
Mark Collins 
Durango, CO 
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  Scripture Reading: Hebrews 8 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 

James 1:2-4 
Consider it all joy, my brethren, 

when you encounter various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance.  And let 
endurance have its perfect result, so 
that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing 

-NASB 

News & Annoucements  
  Mark your calendars!  There is 

a Fall workday coming up on 
October 9th.   
 

 The monthly men’s business 
meeting is this Saturday, the 
11th. 


