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The Need for Forgiveness 
Matthew 18:1-35 goes a long way in helping us to forgive 

others.  It reminds us, not only of our own need for forgiveness, 
but that we should forgive others as well.   

Although this passage could be divided into smaller 
sections, this chapter is all about greatness.  Jesus is responding 
to the disciples question, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” (v. 1).  He uses a child to illustrate that greatness begins 
by humbling oneself.  Then Jesus explains that greatness is seen in 
helping brethren, not hindering them spiritually (vs. 6-14).  
Greatness is exhibited in how we treat other disciples.  It is also 
seen in rescuing the lost (vs. 12-14).  The imagery illustrates the 
thought that disciples should offer spiritual help to any “little one” 
who has gone astray.  Sheep are prone to wandering off and 
immature Christians are prone to being deceived.  They need our 
mercy and forgiveness. 

After introducing the importance of rescuing one sheep, 
Jesus shows one way we can do this (vs.15-20). Those who are the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven are those who help brethren, 
not hinder them.  One of the ways we help    (Continued inside) 
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In Our Prayers… 
Ray Sherman- Foot, neck 
New Christians- Duncan 
Farrow, Laurie Brassow, Ana 
Penaloza 
Duncan’s family 
COVID- Diana Mayberry 
Jeff Van Ausdall- Job search 
Cheryl Witt- needs a kidney  
Donna Castleman- mini-
stroke 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler- struggling 
spiritually 
Cox Family- Julie Cox died 
Aaron Reese- Housing 
Jimmy Mooring- Heart 
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed 
Cancer- Carol Rogers, Denny, 
Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim Provost, 
Cheryl Lin, Mary Orbison 
Health concerns- Rosa Lee 
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin  
-door for the Word 
-Pray for RAIN! 
 

 

 
 
September 11th- Business 
meeting 
 
September 14th – 
Preacher’s meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in Durango meets at: 
2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 
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(Continued from front)  brethren is by trying to restore them (v. 
15).   In verse 21 Peter asks Jesus, “Lord, how often shall my 
brother sin against me and I forgive him?  Up to seven times?”   
This question, by Peter, implies that the brother who sinned was 
repentant.  Jesus’ responds by using Peter’s number 7 and 
multiplying it by 70 to emphasize that we keep on forgiving.  
Now, it seems almost unbelievable to Peter that Jesus would 
demand always forgiving a brother when he or she repents.  Jesus 
makes the whole matter clear by means of the parable of the 
unforgiving slave.  The parable is designed to help us remember 
to be merciful any time a brother wanders.  The story begins with 
the king wanting to settle accounts with his slaves.  One slave is 
found to have a debt he could never repay.  Depending on the 
value of a silver talent in those days, the amount could be more 
than $20,000,000!  The king commands what the law demands 
as justice for non-payment (v. 25).  When the slave begs for 
mercy, the king has compassion and forgives the entire debt.  
Next, the slave, who was forgiven of all of his debt, refuses to 
forgive another slave, although the man owed him very little in 
comparison to his own debt to the king.  The slave lacks 
compassion and mercy and he demands repayment, throwing 
the other slave into prison.  Now, when the king hears of this, he 
brings the unworthy slave to justice (vs. 31-34). 

Jesus’ point: in order to rescue others, we must 
remember our own rescue.  This story provides a dramatic 
answer to Peter’s original question of how we must forgive.  
Forgiveness was essential in God’s rescue of me and I must be 
willing to forgive others from my heart (v. 35).  We are recipients 
of God’s mercy and we should be motivated to give mercy to 
others.  Whatever sin debt others may have racked up against us 
is small by comparison to our own debt to God.  
    

Mark Collins 
      Durango, CO 

 
 

 

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
Aug 30   I Cor. 11:1-16  Psalms 129-131 
Aug 31   I Cor. 11:17-34  Psalms 132-134 
Sept 1    I Cor. 12  Psalms 135-136 
Sept 2   I Cor. 13  Psalms 137-139 
Sept 3   I Cor. 14:1-20  Psalms 140-142 
Sept 4   I Cor. 14:21-40  Psalms 143-145 
Sept 5   I Cor. 15:1-28  Psalms 146-147 
 

  Scripture Reading: Hebrews 7 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 

Luke 15:10 
“In the same way, I tell you, there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.” 

-NASB 

 

 
September Birthdays 

and Anniversaries 
 

3rd – Doug Sutherlin 

9th – Ryan Carman  

11th – Hillary Carman 

20th – Ruth Sutherlin 

21st – Sherry Woodbridge 

24th – Audrey Carman 

26th –Kyle and Lyndsey  
  


