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A Little Exercise In Prayer 
 A visit to a congregation in another state has prompted me 
to pen a few words for those who struggle with prayer.  Prayer is 
such a personal and intimate aspect of our relationship with God, 
I refuse to be overly crititcal.  Yet, as with other matters of 
worship, prayer is vulnerable to the abuses of hypocrisy and habit.  
There is always room for growth and improvement.  Jesus 
chastised those who had fallen into a meaningless show of religion 
(Matt.6:1-18) and His disciples earnestly sought His counsel in the 
matter of prayer (Lk.11:1).  This little exercise is offered to assist 
in the cultivation of your garden of prayer. 
 

1. Ask yourself why.  Why do you dare even to speak with 
God?  What is it that you have to say to this One who 
reigns over the universe:  Will you waste His time with 
traditional trite or is there some reason for your 
addressing Him?  An honest appraisal of your purpose 
will lift you above the meaningless repetition of 
thoughtless prayer phrases.   
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In Our Prayers… 
New Christians- Duncan 
Farrow, Laurie Brassow, Ana 
Penaloza 
Duncan’s family 
COVID- Diana Mayberry 
(ICU), Heather, Kevin, Julian 
Jeff Van Ausdall- Job search 
Cheryl Witt- needs a kidney  
Lee and Sarah Gates- 
miscarriage 
Larry McKesson- back pain 
Donna Castleman- mini-
stroke 
Tyler Hill- preaching school 
J.T. Wheeler- left the Lord 
Cox Family- Julie Cox, hospice 
Aaron Reese- Housing 
Jimmy Mooring- Heart 
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed 
Cancer- Carol Rogers, Denny, 
Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim Provost, 
Cheryl Lin, Mary Orbison 
Health concerns- Rosa Lee 
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin  
-door for the Word 
-Pray for RAIN! 
 

 

 
 
August 29th- 5th Sunday 
Singing in Silverton 
 
September 11th- Business 
meeting 
 
September 14th – 
preacher’s meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship & Studies 
Sunday 

Bible Study- 9:30 a.m. 
Worship- 10:20 a.m. 

Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Bible Study- 7 p.m. 

The church of Christ in Durango meets at: 
2100 West 3rd 
P.O. Box 633 

Durango, CO 81302 
 

(970) 247-0865 
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2. Transport yourself there.  Through Jesus we are 
allowed to draw near the throne of grace.  Much should 
happen within our minds.  Can you see yourself within the 
throne room?  See yourself kneeling in front of the throne 
and, in public prayer, see the congregation behind you, all 
facing the Almighty.  Can you see Jesus seated at His right 
hand?  When the scene becomes real to you, it should 
help you in knowing how to speak.  One does not speak 
to the congregation when addressing God  And, one 
should not take lightly the privilege of being chosen to 
speak with Him in behalf of the congregation. 
 
3.  See a father.  Our relationship with God is like children 
to a father.  To think in these terms will help us to see that 
God wants us to come into His presence.  He is anxious to 
receive our requests.  He loves us and wants to aid us in 
time of need.  He knows we struggle with growing up.  
Yet, should we ask him to do what He expects us to do?  
Earthly fathers know that children will never grow to 
maturity if they keep doing every thing for them.  After 
some time a child should learn to tie his own shoes 
without his father’s help.  In like manner, our Heavenly 
Father wants us to grow up spiritually.  However, a child 
should be able to discuss any troubling matter with his 
father.  To speak with God as a child speaks with his father 
is to pray as Jesus prayed. 
 
 

Guy Orbison, Jr. 
The Durango Disciple, June 18, 2000 

 
 

 
 

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule 
Aug 16   Romans 15:14-33 Psalms 94-96 
Aug 17   Romans 16  Psalms 97-99 
Aug 18   I Cor. 1   Psalms 100-102 
Aug 19   I Cor. 2   Psalms 103-104 
Aug 20   I Cor. 3   Psalms 105-106 
Aug 21   I Cor. 4   Psalms 107-109 
Aug 22   I Cor. 5   Psalms 110-112 
 

  Scripture Reading: Hebrews 5 

Mon 
Tues 
Wed 
Thurs 
Fri 
Sat 
Sun 

 

James 5:16b-18 
…The effective prayer of a righteous 
man can accomplish much.  Elijah 
was a man with a nature like ours, 
and he prayerd earnestly that it would 
not rain, and it did not rain on the 
earth for three years and six months.  
Then he prayed again, and the sky 
poured rain and the earth produced 
its fruit. 

-NASB 

 

 


