In Our Prayers…
Jeff Van Ausdall- Job search
Cheryl Witt- kidney
transplant
Lee and Sarah Gatesmiscarriage
Larry McKesson- back pain
Donna Castleman- ministroke
Tyler Hill- preaching school
J.T. Wheeler- left the Lord
Kim and Renee- loss of their
mother
Cox Family- Julie Cox, hospice
Aaron Reese- Looking for a
home
Jimmy Mooring- Heart
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed
Cancer- Guy Wohlfahrt, Kim
Provost, Linda Ragsdale,
Cheryl Lin, Mary Orbison
Health concerns- Rosa Lee
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin
-door for the Word
-Pray for RAIN!
-travelers

Worship & Studies
Sunday
Bible Study- 9:30 a.m.
Worship- 10:20 a.m.
Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study- 7 p.m.

Aug 8, 2021

August 14th- Men’s
business meeting 7 a.m.
August 14th- Picnic at the
Sutherlin’s in Vallecito at
2:30 p.m.. Eating at 5 p.m.
August 29th- 5th Sunday
Singing in Silverton

*Cover photo by Amy Collins.

The church of Christ in Durango meets at:
2100 West 3rd
P.O. Box 633
Durango, CO 81302
(970) 247-0865
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Two Kings, Two Reactions
In ancient Israel there were two different kings who dealt
with sin two different ways. These two kings can be a lesson for
us, in how we deal with sin.
In the first case, the sin was exposed to the king, and a
prophet made it clear God knew what he had done. How did this
king react? Did tears spring forth? Did he cloth himself in ash and
sackcloth as he mourned his sin? No. His first reaction was to say,
“No, I didn’t sin! You don’t understand, I was doing it for God!”
In the second case, the prophet came to the king,
presented a story of the king’s sin. At first, the king rose up in
righteous anger for the sin done in the story, until the prophet
identified him, the king, as the sinner. The king immediately
repented of his sin, falling upon God’s mercy.
You may, of course, recognize the stories of Kings Saul and
David.
King Saul, in 1 Samuel 15, is sent to war against the
Amalekites, and God commands Saul to, “…utterly destroy all
[that the Amalekites] have, and do not spare [them]; but put to
death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel
and donkey.” (1 Sam 15:3) Saul goes to war, (Continued inside)

The Durango Disciple

Vol. 4, Issue 32

Two Kings, Two Reactions

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 4

(Continued from front) but holds back the “…best of the sheep, the

News & Announcements
 Men’s business meeting is this
Saturday at 7 a.m..
 Picnic at the Sutherlin’s
Vallecito home this Saturday
at 2:30 p.m.. We will eat
around 5 p.m.

1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and righteous to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
-NASB

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
Aug 9
Aug 10
Aug 11
Aug 12
Aug 13
Aug 14
Aug 15

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Romans 10
Romans 11:1-18
Romans 11:19-36
Romans 12
Romans 13
Romans 14
Romans 15:1-13

Psalms 77-78
Psalms 79-80
Psalms 81-83
Psalms 84-86
Psalms 87-88
Psalms 89-90
Psalms 91-93

oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good…” (v. 9) Saul’s
excuse? He wanted to offer them to the Lord. Saul claimed to be
doing the will of the Lord (v. 13), but when the prophet confronts
him (v. 14), Saul’s response was, the animals were spared “…to
sacrifice to the LORD your God…” (v. 15).
Saul sinned because he did not obey God. When
confronted, he denied it was a sin, and tried to justify himself. He
even blamed the people for his sin, accepting no responsibility (v.
20).
King David, in 2 Samuel 11, commits adultery and then
murders one of his best men to cover up the adultery. He seems
unwilling to repent until, in 2 Samuel 12, the prophet Nathan
confronts David. David repents so God forgives him (2 Sam
12:13). He recognizes what he has done is wrong, and he accepts
responsibility.
In these two kings, we see they shared the human
condition we find in ourselves: their weakness pushed them to
sin. Greed, vanity, pride, lust…these pushed the kings to sin
against God. But, when confronted, one dodged the
responsibility, while the other accepted responsibility. Both were
in need of God’s forgiveness, grace, and mercy, but only David
owned up to the sin.
In our own lives, we all struggle with temptation and sin.
When confronted with the error within your own life, do you take
responsibility and repent, or do you “pass the buck?” Many will
say, “This is just the way I am…” or they may say, “This is not
THAT BAD of a sin…” These are excuses for personal sin.
Do not be like Saul. Own up to sin, and repent. This is why
John writes, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
(1 John 1:9)
— Gabe Bruyere
March 18, 2018

