In Our Prayers…
Kim and Renee- loss of their
mother
Donna Castleman- ministroke
Tyler Hill-transition and
studies
J.T. Wheeler-left the Lord
Those Grieving-Puckett
Family, Holley Family,
Shannon Parks family
Cox Family- Julie Cox is on
hospice with dementia
Aaron Reese- Looking for a
home
Jimmy Mooring- Heart
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed
Cancer- Kim Provost, Linda
Ragsdale, Cheryl Lin, Mary
Orbison
Health concerns- Rosa Lee
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin,
-Pray for a door for the
Word in Durango

Worship & Studies
Sunday
Bible Study- 9:30 a.m.
Worship- 10:20 a.m.
Afternoon Worship- 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study- 7 p.m.

June 20, 2021

10th-

July
Men’s Business
meeting
August 14th- Picnic at the
Sutherlin’s in Vallecito

*Cover photo by Amy Collins.

The church of Christ in Durango meets at:
2100 West 3rd
P.O. Box 633
Durango, CO 81302
(970) 247-0865
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The Power of Influence
When I look back on my life it becomes evident that others
played a key role in where I am today. From as far back as I can
remember, there has always been someone influencing me to
bring me where I am today. Most of those influencers have no
idea that they were part of the change in my life. In the early years
they were in the background, just living life like everyone else, but
making good decisions. It wasn’t until I was in my thirties that
much of this positive influence culminated in my obedience to the
gospel. There are two things that I learn from this. It is important
to choose the right examples to follow and it is important to be
the right example for others.
In 1 Kings 3 we read about the young King Solomon.
Everything was going right. Solomon had been raised by a father
who loved the Lord. Solomon himself loved the Lord as is evident
in his prayer and God’s answer. God gave him the wisdom that he
asked for and riches and honor to go with it. Solomon had it all,
so what went wrong? We read on through 1 Kings and when we
get to chapter 11, we read that “Solomon did what was evil in the
sight of the Lord, and did not follow the Lord (Continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: Titus 1

(Continued from front) fully, as David his father had done.” How

News & Announcements
 Renee and Kim’s mother, Lavonne Boyle,
passed away last week. Please keep them
in your prayers.
 Kenny and Debbie have invited everyone
to their cabin in Vallecito for a picnic on
Saturday, August 14th. Meat will be
provided. Please bring a side dish.

James 1:12
Blessed is a man who persevers under
trial; for once he has been approved, he will
receive the crown of life which the Lord has
promised to those who love Him.
-NASB

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 24
June 25
June 26
June 27

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Acts 5:22-42
Acts 6
Acts 7:1-21
Acts 7:22-43
Acts 7:44-60
Acts 8:1-25
Acts 8:26-40

Esther 3-5
Esther 6-8
Esther 9-10
Job 1-2
Job 3-4
Job 5-7
Job 8-10

could this have happened to a man who started out with a love
and fear of the Lord? The writer of 1 Kings tells us exactly where
Solomon went wrong. It was his choice who would influence him.
He married foreigners who had a different standard and their
influence changed the course of history.
We read in the very next chapter where Rehoboam
continued the error by selecting the “young men he grew up
with” (1 Kings 13:10), to listen to rather than the ones he knew
to be wise. In both cases it was the choice of who would have
the influence that changed the outcome. These are examples
that ought to be a wakeup call for all of us.
Not only is it important for us to choose positive examples
as friends but it is equally important for us to be positive
examples. John chapter 13 records that Jesus took the time
before the Passover meal to wash the feet of His disciples. Why
did He do that? He answers that in verse 15. “I gave you an
example that you should do as I did to you.” Jesus was teaching
by example. Today we are influenced as much, and maybe more,
by the example that Jesus made for us as by the teachings.
Paul told the Philippians, “Brethren, join in following my
example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern
you have in us. For many walk, of whom I often told you, and
now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of
Christ…”(Phil 3:17-18). Paul is telling us to find others who walk
according to the example, i.e., the pattern, he made. Those are
the ones we are to observe. They are the ones we are to let
influence us. So, let’s find positive influences to follow and then
be positive influences for others.

-Ray Sherman
Durango, CO

