In Our Prayers…
CJ Wilkins- friend was killed
by a drunk driver
Those Grieving-Puckett
Family, Holley Family,
Shannon Parks family
Julie Cox- hospice
Maizie (Jeanie’s
granddaughter)- pandemic
and homeschooling
Aaron Reese- Looking for a
home
Jimmy Mooring- Heart
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed
Cancer- Kim Provost, Andy
Smith, Sharon, Denny, Paula
Powell, Sarah Wilmon, Linda
Ragsdale, Cheryl Lin, Mary
Orbison, Linda Johnston
Health concerns- Rosa Lee
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin, Abby
-Pray for a door for the
Word in Durango

Worship & Studies
Sunday
Bible Study- Suspended
Worship- 10:30 a.m.
Afternoon WorshipSuspended

Wednesday
Bible Study- Suspended

Happy Sunday and have a
nice week!

*Cover photo by Amy Collins.
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COVID-19 & FAITH
COVID-19 is a term that everyone on the planet is now all too
familiar with, no matter where a person lives or what language he
speaks…whether Christian or non-Christian. According to Wikipedia,
the Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), also known as the
coronavirus or COVID, is a contagious disease caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The first known case
was identified in Wuhan, China, in December 2019. The disease has
since spread worldwide, leading to an ongoing pandemic.
However, over the last year, I have read and heard, from those
who profess to be Christians, that they will just have faith in God when
it comes to COVID-19. In other words, they are just going to trust God
that nothing bad (i.e. getting COVID) will happen to them. But where do
we find God making that kind of promise? Unfortunately, some of those
same people did contract the horrible virus and some even died. This
kind of faith may be defined as a “blind faith” or a “leap of faith”. It is
having complete confidence in someone or something without any
reason to do so.
Yet, the Bible doesn’t define faith that way. Paul wrote in Romans
10:17, “So, faith comes from hearing, and hearing (Continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: 1 Timothy 4

News & Announcements
 Sign-up sheet for mowing and weeding the
flowerbed is in the back. Please sign up if you
are able.

May Birthdays and Anniversaries
18th – Scott Click
21st – Beau Click
22nd – Guy and Mary
25th – Isaiah Collins
27th – Dennis and Paula
29th – Kenny and Debbie

2 Timothy 1:7
For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of
power and love and discipline.
-NASB

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
May 3
May 4
May 5
May 6
May 7
May 8
May 9

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Luke 22:21-46
Luke 22:47-71
Luke 23:1-25
Luke 23:26-56
Luke 24:1-35
Luke 24:36-53
John 1:1-28

I Kings 14-15
I Kings 16-18
I Kings 19-20
I Kings 21-22
II Kings 1-3
II Kings 4-6
II Kings 7-9

COVID-19 & FAITH
(Continued from front) by the word of Christ.” Faith then, is not a leap
into the unknown or blind trust. It is knowledge based on evidence
which is found in the written word of God. Genuine faith, or what some
have called Biblical faith, consists of three elements according to the
writer of Hebrews. “By faith Noah, being warned by God about things
not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his
household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of
the righteousness which is according to faith” (11:7). Noah serves as
an illustration of all three concepts involved in faith: knowing, doing,
and receiving. “By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not
yet seen” indicates that he had knowledge. Also, by faith Noah, “in
reverence prepared an ark” shows us that he did something out of the
ordinary because of what God told him. By faith Noah received two
rewards for his actions.
So, what has God said concerning contagious diseases? Long
before medical science and the field of microbiology, there existed
rules in the Old Testament for good community hygiene, and also a
meticulous protocol that was mandated to prevent the spread of
contagions. In Lev. 13:46 there was a strict code for the mandatory
quarantine of people infected with contagious diseases. If the infection
was eventually identified as a communicable disease, then his personal
effects were to be destroyed with fire (Lev.13:55), and even his house
was to be torn down and taken outside the camp (Lev. 14:45). If the
infection was not contagious, then there was a rather elaborate ritual
in order to give thanks to God. Of course, we are not under the Old
Covenant but these principles of dealing with contagious diseases still
hold true today.
Therefore, one’s faith or belief in any matter can be based on
what God has specifically said (knowledge from the word of God). Then
acting on that knowledge and receiving a reward based on what God
promised. Yet, a “blind faith” or a “leap of faith” will not protect
anyone from the coronavirus or any other contagious disease.

Mark Collins
Durango, CO

