In Our Prayers…
Holley Family- Ed Holley
passed away
Shannon Parks- husband
died, she has three little kids
Julie Cox- hospice
Maizie (Jeanie’s
granddaughter)- struggling
with pandemic and
homeschooling
Aaron Reese- Looking for a
home
Kim Provost- Breast Cancer
Jimmy Mooring- Heart
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed
Cancer- Andy Smith, Sharon,
Denny, Paula Powell, Sarah
Wilmon, Linda Ragsdale,
Cheryl Lin
Recovery- Mary Orbison,
Linda Johnston
Health concerns- Rosa Lee
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin, Abby
-Pray for a door for the
Word in Durango

Worship & Studies
Sunday
Bible Study- Suspended
Worship- 10:30 a.m.
Afternoon WorshipSuspended

Wednesday
Bible Study- Suspended

Happy Sunday and have a
nice week!

*Cover photo by Isaiah Collins.
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Easter & the Bible
As a kid I was always confused about Easter. I use to think,
“What does a bunny, hard boiled eggs, and candy have to do with the
death and resurrection of Jesus?” And to reinforce my confusion, I grew
up with the KJV which seemed to indicate that the first century Christians
celebrated “Easter.” The English word “Easter” is found in a few
versions, but the term in the original language, from Acts 12:4, should be
translated as “Passover.” In some of the early English translations of the
Bible, like Wycliffe, the term “paske,” that is, “Passover,” is used. But
other translations, like Tyndale and Coverdale, used the word “Easter,”
and so, it seems to have improperly crept into our King James Version.
Nevertheless, this still didn’t answer my question about Easter:
“What does a bunny, hard boiled eggs, and candy have to do with the
death and resurrection of Jesus?” Most historians, including Biblical
scholars, agree that Easter was originally a pagan festival. According to
the New Unger’s Bible Dictionary the word Easter is of Saxon origin.
The Saxon goddess of Spring, Estra, was offered sacrifices each year at
roughly the same time as the Jews celebrated Passover. Her symbol was
the hare. By the eighth century, Anglo–Saxons had adopted the name to
designate the celebration of Christ’s resurrection. (Continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: 2 Thess. 3

News & Announcements


Ray is preaching in Pagosa Springs this
morning.



Guy and Mary are in Texas.



Today is Jean Fogle’s birthday. Happy
Birthday, Jean!



In Colorado, the COVID-19 Vaccine is
now available to the general public!
Anyone age 16 and up is eligible.

John 8:31-32
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed
him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly
my disciples, and you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.”
-ESV

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
April 5
April 6
April 7
April 8
April 9
April 10
April 11

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Luke 8:26-56
Luke 9:1-17
Luke 9:18-36
Luke 9:37-62
Luke 10:1-24
Luke 10:25-42
Luke 11:1-28

I Samuel 1-3
I Samuel 4-6
I Samuel 7-9
I Samuel 10-12
I Samuel 13-14
I Samuel 15-16
I Samuel 17-18

(Continued from front) However, even among those who
maintain that Easter has pagan roots, there is some disagreement over
which pagan tradition the festival emerged from. https://www.ancientorigins.net/myths-legends/ancient-pagan-origins-easter-001571. Here
are some facts that are believed to be true:
Easter is associated with the Jewish festival of Passover…in its
position on the calendar. Some early Christians chose to celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus on the same date as Passover, which reflects Easter
having entered Christianity during its earliest Jewish period. Evidence
of a more developed Christian festival of Easter emerged around the
mid-second century.
In 325 AD, Emperor Constantine convened a meeting of
Christian leaders to resolve important disputes at the Council of Nicaea.
Since the church believed that the resurrection took place on a Sunday,
the Council determined that Easter should always fall on the first Sunday
after the first full moon following the vernal equinox. Easter has since
remained without a fixed date but proximate to the full moon, which
coincided with the start of Passover.
The first reference to an egg-toting Easter Bunny can be found
in a German text dating to 1572 AD: “Do not worry if the Easter Bunny
escapes you; should we miss his eggs, we will cook the nest,” the text
reads. But it wasn’t until the tradition made its way to the United States,
via the arrival of German immigrants, that the custom took on its current
form. By the end of the 19th century, shops were selling rabbit-shaped
candies, which later became the chocolate bunnies we have today, and
children were being told the story of a rabbit that delivers baskets of
eggs, chocolate and other candy on Easter morning.
Since, the first century, genuine Christians have been
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus by following His apostles’ teaching.
They have strived to give Jesus the honor He deserves. They have
strived to do this based on what has been revealed to them through the
scriptures, not through some tradition of man, whether pagan or
otherwise. Let’s recognize Jesus’ death and resurrection every Sunday,
not just on what the world calls “Easter Sunday.” And let us take the
implications of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus throughout our
week.
Mark Collins

Durango, CO

