In Our Prayers…
Maizie (Jeanie’s
granddaughter)- struggling
with pandemic and
homeschooling
Lynneil- on hospice
Aaron Reese- Looking for a
home
Abby- health problems
Kim Provost- Breast Cancer
Jimmy Mooring- Heart
Dorian and Adrian Chunmother died of COVID-19.
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed
Cancer- Andy Smith, Sharon,
Denny, Paula Powell, Sarah
Wilmon, Linda Ragsdale,
Cheryl Lin
Recovery- Mary Orbison,
Linda Johnston
Health concerns- Rosa Lee
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin
-Pray for a door for the
Word in Durango
-Sanctification
-Pray for our nation

Worship & Studies
Sunday
Bible Study- Suspended
Worship- 10:30 a.m.
Afternoon WorshipSuspended

Wednesday
Bible Study- Suspended

March 21, 2021

Happy Sunday and have a
nice week!

*Cover photo by Amy Collins.
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We Can Choose to be Happy
What do we do in tough circumstances? Do we let the circumstances
control us, or do we take control? We really do have a lot more control
than we sometimes think. We can choose how we will be. I believe that
we can choose to be happy in most any circumstance that life throws us
into.
I received a call from an old friend, Rob, this week. How exciting to hear
from someone that I used to have a buddy-buddy relationship with. We
talked and he told me all the new things in his life. His daughter is now
17. One of the classes she is taking is Japanese. I didn’t know that public
schools even offer that language, but I guess they do. Anyway, my friend
has taken up learning Japanese himself so that he can have fun talking
with his daughter. Right now, he is on the opposite side of the state from
where she is so he adds Japanese words to his texts and his phone calls.
He was telling me about a video call where they had a great time talking
and she took her phone all around and showed him everything that she is
involved in.
Rob also told me, “Ray, I am in the best shape of my life. I have lost 15
pounds and exercise every day. Before the Covid thing started, I was
captain of our local softball team. As a result, I am off insulin. I am feeling
great.” (Continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: 2 Thess. 1

News & Announcements


All Coloradans, age 50 and up, are now
elligable for the Covid-19 vaccine!

Proverbs 3:5-12
Trust in the LORD with all your heart
And do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He will make you paths straight.
Do not be wise in your own eyes;
Fear the LORD and turn away from evil.
It will be healing to your body
And refreshment to your bones.
Honor the LORD from your wealth
And from the first of all your produce;
So your barns will be filled with plenty
And your vats will overflow with new wine.
My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD
Or loathe His reproof,
For whom the LORD loves He reproves,
Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
March 22
March 23
March 24
March 25
March 26
March 27
March 28

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Luke 1:39-56
Luke 1:57-80
Luke 2:1-24
Luke 2:25-52
Luke 3
Luke 4:1-30
Luke 4:31-44

Joshua 10-12
Joshua 13-15
Joshua 16-18
Joshua 19-21
Joshua 22-24
Judges 1-3
Judges 4-6

We Can Choose to be Happy
(Continued from the front) Rob also told me that he was attending
every bible study that he can. Rob and I used to work together when I
lived in Tillamook Oregon prior to taking the intern position here in
Durango. Our working together gave us the opportunity to talk a lot
about the Lord. We had multiple conversations about the new
testament. Rob would consider what was said and come back and
discuss it some more. At the time, he wasn’t so convinced that he was
ready to be baptized but it laid some background.
Since then, much to my surprise, Rob decided to learn Hebrew. He was
excited to tell me that he now can read and write Hebrew. He found a
course being offered and signed up. So many changes in this man’s life.
Why am I telling you all this? Because there is more to this story. My
friend is serving 8 years in an Oregon prison for manslaughter, with no
possibility of getting out early for good behavior. He was at a ski resort
celebrating and drinking. He decided to drive home, and you can
probably guess the rest of the story. It is something that will be on his
conscience for the rest of his life. As a result of this one action, my
friend lost virtually everything. He was immediately fired from his job.
His driver’s license was revoked for life. Worst of all, his once tight
relationship with his daughter was shattered.
Rather than let himself sink into depression, my friend did the opposite.
He accepted full responsibility for his actions and made the decision to
become a better person. Rob is now dedicated to making his life
better.
This all impressed me because I have never seen my friend more
upbeat. He has chosen to be happy in spite of all the challenges of
being in prison. We don’t have to let the circumstances of life take
control of us, we can choose to take control of ourselves.
Ray Sherman
Durango, CO

