In Our Prayers...
Lynneil- on hospice

Aaron Reese- Looking for a
home

Abby- health problems

Kim Provost- Breast Cancer
Angie Rose- recovering from
back surgery

Jimmy Mooring- Heart
Dorian and Adrian Chun-
mother died of COVID-189.
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed
Cancer- Andy Smith, Sharon,
Denny, Paula Powell, Sarah
Wilmon, Linda Ragsdale,
Cheryl Lin

Recovery- Mary Orbison,
Linda Johnston

Health concerns- Rosa Lee
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin
-Evangelistic opportunities
-Sanctification

-Pray for our nation

*Cover photo by Amy Collins.

Worship & Studies

Sunday
Bible Study- Suspended
Worship- 10:30 a.m.
Afternoon Worship-
Suspended
Wednesday
Bible Study- Suspended

March 20 - First day of
Spring!

Happy Sunday and have a
nice week!

The church of Christ in Durango meets at:
2100 West 3
P.O. Box 633
Durango, CO 81302

(970) 247-0865
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How To Get Through Exile

The events of [Jeremiah 29:1-14] occur sometime after 598 B.C.
after Nebuchadnezzer had taken many people of Jerusalem into captivity.
Jeremiah, at this time, was still in Jerusalem preaching to those who
remained behind. Jeremiah preached that this exile was from God and that
it should not be opposed. Among the exiles in Babylon, there were false
prophets who claimed that the exile would not last long. Jeremiah had to
keep reminding the people that God had already said that it would last 70
years. Because of the inaccuracy of the teaching in Babylon, Jeremiah sent
this letter to the exiles. In the letter, Jeremiah discusses how these people
of God should deal with the exile. In verses 4-14 we may glean four
principles from what the prophet writes:

Accept the Exile as Reality (vs. 4-6). Jeremiah tells the elders in
Babylon to settle down in the land. He lists a number of decisions that they
must make: Build houses; Plant gardens; Get married; Raise a family.
These are the activities that you engage in IF you’re going to stay
somewhere for a while. This exile is not going to go away anytime soon...
it will last 70 years... so, you’re going to have to deal with it. Now, in like
manner, Christians must be reconciled to the reality of trials...just because
we have given our lives to God does not mean we will never suffer. In
fact, some suffering is a direct result of our being Christians... Paul told
Timothy, “...all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted”
(2 Tim. 3:12). As Christians, living in exile, we must come to grips with
the reality of suffering in this life.
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News & Announcements

Pray for Those Causing the Exile (vs. 7). Jeremiah wanted
them to seek the welfare or the peace of their captors. This must have
come as a surprise to the elders in Babylon... the normal reaction to such
decision to put on Christ in baptism. He adversity would be to ask God to rain fire on their enemies. In the
W ized Eebruary 28 teachl_ngs of Christ, we are comm_an_ded to pray for those who mistreat

as baptized February 28 us. Life can be tough on the Christian... and we can be made to suffer

1 Congratulation s to Isaiah Collins on his

I According to news, Covid- 19 vaccines because we are Christians. Our first reaction to those who cause us to
should be available to all people age 50 suffer may be revenge... but Jesus says “...love your enemies, do good
o to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who

and up beginning around March 21st, mistreat you” (LK. 6:27,28).

pending supplies.
Don’t Be Misled by False Teachers (vs. 8-9). There were false

prophets popping up in Babylon. One thing they claimed was that this
exile would not be long, when God had already said that it would last

Psalms 145:3-5 70 years. If people accepted the teaching of these false prophets they

. . . would be misled into rebellion against Babylon and making other
Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised, decisions that go against what God really wanted. Now in the Christian
And His greatness is unsearchable. exile, we are constantly bombarded by false prophets. They are

misleading people into false hopes. Sometimes, teachers will mislead

One generation shall praise Your 'WOI’:{S‘ to another, people into believing that since God loves us so much, He won’t make

And shall declare Your mighty acts. us suffer for very long. Yet, people do suffer for long, extended periods
On the g[orious sp[enzfor cy‘%ur majesty of time... some even their entire life.
And on Your wonderful works, I will meditate. The Lord has Something Better in Store for Us (vs. 10-14).
Jeremiah says that God has plans for His people. If the people will trust
. . in God during the exile, there is a great and glorious future that lies
WEEk|V Bible Readlng Schedule ahead for them. In like manner, God has something good in store for us
March 15 Mon Mark 14:27-53 Deut. 26-27 at the end of our exile on earth... God has a mansion prepared for us...
March 16 Tues Mark 14:54-72 Deut. 28-29 He has wonderful things in store for those who endure the difficulties of
March17 ~ Wed Mark 15:1-25 Deut. 30-31 exile.
March 18 Thurs Mark 15:26-47 Deut. 32-34 Guy Orbison, Jr.
March 19 Fri Mark 16 Joshua 1-3 Durango, CO
March 20 Sat  Luke 1:1-20 Joshua 4-6 Working in the Word

March 21 Sun  Luke 1:21-38 Joshua 7-9 May, 2005.... Page 6-8




