In Our Prayers…
Aaron Reese- Looking for a
home
Kim Provost- Breast Cancer
Abby (Larry’s niece)- having
nodules removed from her
lungs
Angie Rose- recovering from
back surgery
Jimmy Mooring- Heart
Dorian and Adrian Chunmother died of COVID-19.
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed
Cancer- Andy Smith, Sharon,
Denny, Paula Powell, Sarah
Wilmon, Linda Ragsdale,
Cheryl Lin
Recovery- Mary Orbison,
Linda Johnston
Health concerns- Rosa Lee
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin
-Evangelistic opportunities
-Sanctification
-Pray for our nation

Worship & Studies
Sunday
Bible Study- Suspended
Worship- 10:30 a.m.
Afternoon WorshipSuspended

Wednesday
Bible Study- Suspended

March 7, 2021
March 14- Daylight Savings
time begins. (Move your
clocks forward an hour)
Happy Sunday and have a
nice week!

*Cover photo by Amy Collins.
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Handling Adversity
In August of 2015, while attending the Intern Reunion here,
I remember having a conversation with sister Rosa Lee about some
struggles I faced. During our discussion she commented that
everyone has adversities in their lives they must overcome. How
true! We have all had trials, whether in the past or present. How
one deals with the various adversities one experiences is what makes
a difference. Let me suggest three things for you to consider when
facing adversity, from Ecclesiastes 7:8-14.
Number 1: Consider that “The end of a matter is better than
its beginning” (7:8a). We see this play out in the life of Joseph. In
his response to his brothers’ fear that he would hold a grudge after
the death of their father, Joseph says, “As for you, you meant evil
against me, but God meant if for good in order to bring about this
present result, to preserve many people alive” (Gen. 50:20). What
we sometimes forget about this incident is that the adversity Joseph
faced lasted around 13 years (see Gen. 37:2; 41:46). First, he was
sold into slavery and then falsely thrown into prison. It would have
been easy for Joseph to think, “Why is it that the former days were
better than theses?” (7:10a). Yet Joseph had “patience in spirit”
because he saw the big picture. (Continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: 1 Thess. 4

News & Announcements
 Christopher Caldwell asked for prayers
on behalf of his wife, Lynneil. She is on
hospice.
 Aaron Reese is looking for a home that is
large enough for his family.
 Daylight savings time is next week.
Mark your calendars for March 14th!

Isaiah 25:1
O LORD, You are my God;
I will exalt You, I will give thanks to Your name;
For You have worked wonders,
Plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness.

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
March 8
March 9
March 10
March 11
March 12
March 13
March 14

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Mark 11:1-18
Mark 11:19-33
Mark 12:1-27
Mark 12:28-44
Mark 13:1-20
Mark 13:21-37
Mark 14:1-26

Deut. 5-7
Deut. 8-10
Deut. 11-13
Deut. 14-16
Deut. 17-19
Deut. 20-22
Deut. 23-25

Handling Adversity
(Continued from the front)
Number 2: Consider that “Wisdom preserves the lives of
its possessors” (7:12b). Both wisdom and an inheritance are
good, but the advantage of possessing a wisdom from above far
exceeds inherited wealth (v. 12a). This wisdom is insight from
God…it is the ability to see into the earthly realm from God’s
perspective like Joseph did. This kind of wisdom preserves, or
keeps intact, the lives of those who possess it. Wisdom from
above allows us to endure difficult times (James 1:2-4).
Number 3: “Consider the work of God” (7:13a). In other
words, consider the providence of God as He works behind the
scenes. “Who is able to straighten what He has bent…” (v. 13b),
that is, who is able to change God’s will? We cannot organize the
circumstances of life according to our wishes or expectations. All
we can do is patiently endure whatever difficulties come our way
and “…in the day of prosperity be happy, but in the day of
adversity consider—God has made the one as well as the other…”
(vs. 14). Everything becomes clearer when we recognize that God
is still on His throne no matter what happens. It is in difficult
times we are called upon for greater levels of trust in God’s
providence. Both good and bad days serve His higher purpose.
The consistent advice of Ecclesiastes is that a person should make
the best of the present. When things are going well, enjoy them;
when things are not going so well…then reflect upon them
because “God has made the one as well as the other” (v. 14).
So, no matter who you are, whether you have or are or will
face adversity. Let us not forget these three truths from
Ecclesiastes 7:8-14.
-Mark Collins
Durango, CO

