In Our Prayers…
Kent Mullins (Guy’s
Brother-in-law)- COVID-19
Robert Phelps- COVID-19
Koben Puckett- Paralyzed
Cancer- Andy Smith,
Sharon, Denny, Paula
Powell, Sarah Wilmon,
Linda Ragsdale, Cheryl Lin
Recovery- Kim Provost,
Mary Orbison, Linda
Johnston
Health concerns- Rosa Lee
Cundiff, Ruth Sutherlin
-COVID-19
-Evangelistic opportunities
-Pray for our nation

Worship & Studies
Sunday
Bible Study- Suspended
Worship- 10:30 a.m.
Afternoon WorshipSuspended

Wednesday
Bible Study- Suspended

January 3, 2021
Happy Sunday!

*Cover photo by Amy Collins.

The church of Christ in Durango meets at:
2100 West 3rd
P.O. Box 633
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(970) 247-0865
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Looking Forward and Backward
It is commonly believed our month of January
receives its name from the mythological
Roman god, Janus. You might recognize
Janus in pictures. He was the statue found on
doors, gates, and other places of significant
transition. He is characterized with two
faces, one looking backward, into the past,
and the other looking forward, into the future. It seems appropriate
that our month of January, the start of a new year and
fresh beginnings, was named after this mythological character.
We, too, are sometimes like Janus. We can reflect on the things that
have gone by this past year and eagerly anticipate the exciting
prospects of this coming year. Perhaps, this past year you got a new
job, or moved to a new town. Perhaps, you have a new family
member, or you hit some significant career milestone. As we look
forward to the New Year, we might anticipate that vacation we’ve
been planning for years, or the sense of accomplishment from
developing a new, productive habit.
(Continued inside)
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Scripture Reading: Philippians 3

News & Announcements
 New Address:
Solomon and Sarah Jones
1021 Rio Brazos Rd.
Aztec, NM 87410

Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is living and
active and sharper than any twoedged sword, and piercing as far as
the division of soul and spirit, of both
joints and marrow, and able to judge
the thoughts and intentions of the
heart. (NASB)
Weekly Bible Reading Schedule
Jan 4
Jan 5
Jan 6
Jan 7
Jan 8
Jan 9
Jan 10

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Matthew 4
Matthew 5:1-26
Matthew 5:27-48
Matthew 6:1-18
Matthew 6:19-34
Matthew 7
Matthew 8:1-17

Genesis 10-12
Genesis 13-15
Genesis 16-17
Genesis 18-19
Genesis 20-22
Genesis 23-24
Genesis 25-26

Looking Forward and Backward
(Continued from the front)

Unfortunately, many people might struggle to remove their eyes
from the days of the past. We might feel the heavy sense of guilt
of past sins. Perhaps, we might not put away the old habits that
lead us into temptation.
I want to encourage us, as we continue into this New Year to put
away the old self and embrace the New Man we are called to be.
We do not have to dwell on past failures and we do not have to
repeat old mistakes. Paul writes to the Corinthian congregation,
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old
things passed away; behold, new things have come.” (2Co 5:14)
If we are in Jesus, then our old deeds, whether from 10 days ago
or 10 years ago, have been washed away in Christ’s blood. We are
forgiven and we are a new creature. Fresh beginnings. Instead of
looking and dwelling on past failures, when we are in Christ, we
can look forward to a better relationship with God and those
around us.
If you are a Christian, do not let past failures hold you back, but
remember Jesus has washed those away in His sacrifice. Look
forward to this New Year as another opportunity to live life as the
new creature He makes us to be in Him.
This week, let’s consider how wonderful it is to be a new creature
that we can look back and reflect on the encouraging things in our
past, but we do not have to look back with any guilt. We can look
forward knowing we are new and God has wonderful
opportunities for us. How can you live each day, this week, as a
new creature in Christ?

- Gabe Bruyere
Estes Park, CO

